


EMPOWERING PEOPLE

TO THRIVE
CHICAGO LIGHTS provides hope and 
opportunity to our city’s children, youth, and 
adults who face the challenges of poverty. 
Through supportive relationships and diverse 
programs, we empower people to thrive 
academically, secure economic stability,  
lead healthy lives, and build community.



DEAR FRIENDS 
and 

SUPPORTERS

2017

At Chicago Lights, our passion is bringing hope 
and opportunity to people in need. Like you, we 
feel the challenges facing our city and aspire to 
address them head-on with vigor and grace.  
We are fortunate that 2017 was a year that saw 
our programming expand and reach even more 
students and adults experiencing poverty. While 
every day brought forth new challenges, one by  
one lives were changed for the better. Here are just  
a few examples: 

•	Bryan, a Tutoring student, graduated from 
high school this past spring and is studying 
environmental science and sustainability at 
Valparaiso University. 

•	Kenny, a Social Service Center guest, received 
keys to a home after experiencing homelessness 
for more than twenty years. 

•	 Justine, an Assistant Grower Intern at the Urban 
Farm, overcame barriers to employment and 
received hands-on job experience. 

None of this would have been possible without 
the generosity of our donors, volunteers, and 
supporters. Thank you for helping more than 4,000 
people feel empowered through Chicago Lights in 
2017. Because of you, the future is bright. 

Ken Walker
President, Chicago Lights Board of Directors
May 2017–May 2018

Stacy Jackson
Executive Director, Chicago Lights



Chicago Lights grew from the commitment of Fourth 
Presbyterian Church to social justice and compassionate 
service. In 1991 that commitment gave rise to a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization, which in 2004 was renamed 
Chicago Lights and significantly expanded in order to 
bring together under one banner several programs that 
continue to brighten the lives of nearly 4,000 individuals 
each year. 

Today Fourth Church continues to be a vital source 
of funding and support for Chicago Lights, including 
providing forty percent of our volunteers and covering 
a majority of our overhead costs. Because of their 
partnership, our team of professional staff and over 1,000 
dedicated volunteers can continue to provide hope and 
opportunity to children, youth, and adults who need it 
most. Thank you to the Fourth Church community for 
your commitment to Chicago Lights!

THANK YOU!

4,000 lives changed



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
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Grew  5,765 POUNDS of produce and 
doubled sales of produce at the Farmstand

students were ENROLLED in the four-week  
Summer Dance Intensive, which enhanced their  
TECHNIQUE and INCREASED SELF-ESTEEM.

of seniors enrolled in 
Tutoring   

GRADUATED 
on time.

100% 88%
of graduating seniors  

applied for admission and were 
accepted into a two- or four-year 

COLLEGE.

students received FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
and ADDITIONAL TUTORING to attend and 
excel at a private or parochial high school.17
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FRI.  SAT.  SUN. Added FRIDAY AND SATURDAY CLASSES 
for more INTENSIVE dance instruction

Added an additional in-school residency 
at DETT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

28

Engaged over 25 youth 
in gaining critical 

JOB SKILLS and 
AGRICULTURAL 

LEARNING

25+

Hired 2 INTERNS 
through the Assistant 

Grower intern program

dance!

400
Engaged over 

VOLUNTEERS 
and visitors



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

SUMMER DAY SOCIAL SERVICE CENTER

Each student engaged in 30 MINUTES of  
mindfulness and MEDITATION and also  
30 minutes of CrossFit EXERCISES each week.

91% of students MAINTAINED 
OR IMPROVED their SKILL 
LEVEL in language arts.

of students MAINTAINED OR IMPROVED 
their SKILL LEVEL in math.

95%

Thanks to a partnership with the 
DRISKILL FOUNDATION,  
Summer Day was able to increase the 
number of students served by 25% 
and also provided more teachers to 
create smaller class sizes.more 

students

150 
GUESTS were engaged in 
CASE MANAGEMENT.

GOOD NEIGHBORS STREET OUTREACH 
made contact with 
258 INDIVIDUALS 
and distributed 3,893 ITEMS, 
including water, protein drinks, 
snacks, hygiene items, clothing items, 
and cold weather accessories.

adults graduated from the Open 
Doors Project, a long-term case 
management program.4

Hired a HOUSING CASE MANAGER 
to help guests locate and maintain stable 
housing; 36 GUESTS transitioned to 
stable housing.



BMO HARRIS BANK | 2017 Partner
BMO Harris Bank looks for innovation, collaboration, and learning 
as features of the nonprofit organizations it supports, and education is 
also a big priority for them, says Wendy Raymer, BMO Harris Bank’s 
director of U.S. Community Affairs. 

“The work Chicago Lights does with a hands-on, effective methodology 
is an excellent example of an impactful organization,” she says. 

We’re grateful that BMO Harris Bank has supported the Chicago Lights 
Gala of Hope since 2012, which Wendy says she’s especially proud to be 
able to do because of the close relationship BMO Harris Bank employee 
Jon Findley has with Chicago Lights. Jon has been an active tutor and 
volunteer with Chicago Lights for a number of years and says he’s 
grateful that his employer has been so “incredibly supportive” of his 
personal involvement.

“We support Chicago Lights’ work because we believe in it, and we 
want to be good corporate citizens,” says Wendy. She adds that she’s 
been pleased by the “incredible growth” Chicago Lights has had in the 
past few years “with new facilities and an increased number of  
students and people impacted. That’s terrific to see.”

METROPOLITAN CAPITAL BANK | 2017 Partner
Metropolitan Capital Bank chose Chicago Lights as one of ten 
nonprofit partners to support in 2017—and we’re grateful. Not only 
did MetCap offer financial support, their employees have collected 
and donated clothing for guests of our Social Service Center. 

“Partnering with Chicago Lights allows MetCap the opportunity 
to support the organization’s invaluable efforts and mission,” says 
Metropolitan Capital Philanthropic Enterprise (MCPE), the bank’s 
philanthropic arm, “specifically the impact they have on our city’s 
children, youth, and adults who face the challenges of poverty.”

MetCap has also helped showcase the work of Chicago Lights by 
hosting an evening reception for their employees and clients. This 
evening provided an opportunity for Chicago Lights to share its 
mission while networking and connecting with new faces in  
the community.

The connection between MetCap and Chicago Lights was made 
most recently by Charlene Roderick, a  colleague of the bank and 
a participant in some of their other events, including the quarterly 
Women’s Empower Hour, explains Rebecca Rinas, MetCap’s 
marketing manager. She believed Chicago Lights to be a good 
match for MetCap’s company values, which include education and 
assistance for youth, empowerment of women, community outreach, 
and support for the arts. Her championing of Chicago Lights helped 
facilitate the 2017 partnership. 

And while Chicago Lights has undoubtedly benefited from this 
relationship, MCPE notes positive outcomes for the bank and its 
employees as well. “Partnering with Chicago Lights benefits our team 
members by allowing them to develop stronger ties to the Chicago 
community and actively contribute to its continued improvement.”

Chicago Lights board members, supporters, and staff attend 
the evening reception at MetCap showcasing Chicago Lights 
(left to right): Renee Golas, Charlene Roderick, Stacy Jackson, 
Elaine Scales, and Kate Solis Silva.

Jon Findley (right) is a BMO Harris Bank 
employee and long-time tutor/mentor with 
Chicago Lights Tutoring. His student, Bryan 
(left), graduated from high school this past 
spring and is a student at Valparaiso University.



HYATT | 2017 Partner

Hyatt chooses nonprofit partners that align in mission with their 
corporate responsibility and philanthropy platform, the Hyatt Thrive 
Pillars. “Chicago Lights is a wonderful organization that is doing 
impactful work in the Chicagoland community,” says Jessica Schultz, 
senior manager for community engagement at Hyatt. 

“And our match with Hyatt is a great one because the work of 
Chicago Lights’ various programs supports all four of the Hyatt 
Pillars,” she explains—environmental sustainability, health and 
wellness, economic development and investment, and education and 
career readiness. 

Hyatt employees have been big supporters of the Chicago Lights 
Elam Davies Social Service Center through donations of winter 
clothes, T-shirts, and business attire, as well as toiletries. They’ve 
also shown up to make sandwiches and assemble snack packs for the 
Center to share with those experiencing hunger and homelessness 
in our community. 

In addition, Hyatt is a sponsor of Chicago Lights’ annual Gala of 
Hope. Their $5,000 sponsorship of this signature fundraising event 
in 2016 grew to a $25,000 investment in 2017, and Chicago Lights 
was also thrilled to have Hyatt host the event in the Hyatt  
Regency Hotel.

Hyatt employees have generously donated a 
variety of items to the Chicago Lights Social 
Service Center, including emergency food and 
sandwiches for guests.

“Chicago Lights...is 
doing impactful work...”

“As a Chicago Lights Board member and a proud Hyatt employee, it 
was an honor to be the 2016 Gala Chair,” says Elaine Scales, “which 
was made even more special by hosting the event at Hyatt Regency 
Chicago. Hyatt’s continued support of Chicago Lights speaks 

volumes to their commitment to the local community and to the 
Chicago Lights organization.”

And along with the clear benefits for Chicago Lights, Jessica says 
this partnership enhances the lives of Hyatt employees and guests 
as well. Hyatt is committed to enabling “thriving communities,” she 
explains, “places where we are proud to work, our neighbors want 
to live, and our guests want to visit. We do this by contributing to 
the prosperity, health, and advancement of the many communities 
around the world that we call home and through authentic human 
connection and understanding.”

She adds that, “Working and supporting Chicago Lights is a great 
partnership for our employees, and we are just getting started.”

Elaine Scales, Hyatt employee and Chicago 
Lights Board member, served as Chair of the 
2017 Gala of Hope, which was hosted by the 
Hyatt Regency Chicago.



DR. KIMBERLY R. WATSON | Tutoring Alumna and Chicago Lights Board Member

Today Dr. Kimberly Watson is a vice principal with Chicago Public 
Schools and a member of the Chicago Lights Board of Directors. But 
her experience with Chicago Lights began as a first-grade student in 
the Tutoring program. 

“My mother has always been eager to keep me involved in 
opportunities that would contribute to my academic achievement,” 
she says. And Tutoring turned out to be a good fit. Kimberly 
received help with her schoolwork and gained a life-long mentor 
and friend in Sheryl, her tutor, whom she describes as “my perfect 
match.” 

Realizing the importance of education in having a bright future, 
Kimberly dedicated herself to academic excellence and vowed 
to create a better life for herself than the suffering she witnessed 
growing up in an under-resourced Chicago neighborhood. 

Today, as an educator herself, she guides other students on 
their learning paths. “I have the opportunity to help others 
make positive decisions about their education,” she says. “I feel as 
though I have been called to encourage youth to become the best 
version of themselves,” much the way Sheryl and the Tutoring 
program did for her. 

“My success despite my imperfections is testament to the potential 
that lies within students all over. I can do anything. They can do 
anything. My job as an assistant principal is my current vehicle 
from which I am changing the world, and I love it.”

Kimberly also says she loves being part of the Chicago Lights 
Board of Directors. “I remain involved with Chicago Lights as a 
form of sowing into an organization that poured so much into me 
during my formative years,” she says. “The volunteers and staff of 
Chicago Lights modeled the spirit of altruism. They really cared 
about me. I feel a moral obligation to create similar experiences 
for others, and it’s a blessing to do so as a board member.”

“I serve through Chicago Lights because—as an alumna of the 
Tutoring program—I know it is making a difference in the lives  
of others.”

“One’s origin should not 
dictate her destination.”
“One’s origin should not dictate her destination,” Kimberly says.  
“I believe every student deserves access to a high-quality and free 
education. It’s a key to success. I am not the only African American 
student whose education was interrupted by family situations,  
community violence, poverty, social inferiority complexes, or fear of 
the unknown. However, I am unique in the sense that my perseverance 
allowed me to use what could have been perceived as deterrents as 
motivational factors that stimulated me to succeed.”

Dr. Kimberly Watson, left, with her 
tutor, Sheryl Bury-Michals



KIRKLAND & ELLIS | 2017 Partner

Founded in Chicago more than a century ago, Kirkland & Ellis 
is today not just an elite law firm but a committed servant to the 
communities where their employees work and live. The Kirkland 
& Ellis Foundation—funded by a portion of each equity partner’s 
earnings—makes gifts to local nonprofits that their partners 
suggest and also matches these partners’ donations to charitable 
organizations with which they’re involved. 

“Their thinking was that this would encourage partners to be  
involved in community,” says Andy McGaan, president of the 
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation.

Chicago Lights is fortunate to have supporters like Andy, as well as 
Brian Van Klompenberg, a Chicago Lights board member, among 
the partners at Kirkland & Ellis, and the firm has been a corporate 
donor to Chicago Lights and sponsor of the Gala of Hope since 
2014. For 2017, they’ve opted to serve as a year-long sponsor and 
corporate partner with Chicago Lights.

“I have a very busy job and hardly any time at all to roll up my 
sleeves and [volunteer],” says Andy, who is also a member of 
Fourth Presbyterian Church. “But I do have the capacity to 
support [Chicago Lights] financially. I’m awed by those who roll 
up their sleeves to do it. It’s our most visceral connection to doing 
God’s work.”

Andy McGaan (left) and Brian  
Van Klompenberg representing  
the Kirkland & Ellis Foundation

4 years of partnership!

Brian says the way Chicago Lights approaches its mission compels 
him to support their efforts. “I believe Chicago Light’s core mission 
of providing hope and opportunity to those experiencing poverty 

“We do it because it is 
the right thing to do.”

is vital to maintaining and improving our community and our city, 
and I believe Chicago Lights’ way of achieving its mission—focusing 
on individuals to effect change one life at a time—is the only way to 
have a long-term impact.”

Like so many other generous givers, Brian and Andy insist they 
benefit from sharing their resources, too. “I am blessed to work with 
partners who are willing to support each other’s and our client’s 
endeavors in the community through the K&E Foundation,” 
says Brian.

Andy adds that being involved in charitable efforts enhances 
Kirkland & Ellis’s brand, as well as enriching the communities in 
which the firm does business. “We do it because it is the right thing 
to do,” he says. “And we hope our participation encourages other 
businesses to do the same.”



ELAINE SCALES AND MARTHA SABOL | 2017 Gala of Hope, Chair and Co-Chair

those most at risk in our community. “With the constant changes in 
government spending and cutting in Chicago Public Schools funding, 
the need is growing, and we need to ensure that we are there to do as 
much as we possibly can for those who are not able to do it alone,” says 
Elaine. “The programs Chicago Lights offers are pillars of strength to 
many in our communities.”

Both Elaine Scales and Martha Sabol are longtime supporters of 
Chicago Lights and have had a hand in many of the special events 
that have raised money and awareness for the organization—from 
the Gala of Hope to Tutoring’s fiftieth-anniversary celebration. 

But their efforts as chair (Elaine) and co-chair (Martha) of the 2017 
Gala of Hope were something special for them—and for Chicago 
Lights. “Serving alongside my best friend, Martha, was a highlight 
of a very successful event,” Elaine says. They presented an evening 
that raised more than $660,000 for the programs of Chicago Lights 
and had “a lot of fun doing it,” Elaine says. Martha adds that “seeing 
us hit our goal numbers in real time” at the 2017 Gala is one of her 
favorite Chicago Lights memories.

In addition to her support of Chicago Lights, Martha is a corporate 
attorney with Greenberg Traurig in Chicago, and she and her 
husband, Rick (a past chair of the Chicago Lights board), are 
members of Fourth Presbyterian Church. Elaine has worked with 
Hyatt, where she is currently a vice president, for twenty-seven 
years, and she is in her second term as a board member for  
Chicago Lights. 

Both say they feel good about their work in support of Chicago 
Lights because the organization is so clearly meeting the needs of 

Elaine Scales (left) and Martha Sabol at 
the 2017 Gala of Hope

“...Chicago Lights 
focuses on providing 

help to our neighbors...”

Martha says her family has always made it their goal and passion to 
take care of the neighbors around them. “People need our help, and 
Chicago Lights focuses on providing help to our neighbors in need,” 
she says. “I can’t think of a more important thing to do at  
the moment.”



JANICE LEWIS, ELLEN GIGNILLIAT, AND THE DRISKILL FOUNDATION
2017 Spotlight Community Impact Award Recipients

a difference. I’m on other boards too, and often you just get to see the 
big picture. But here you can see [the impact] directly. Whether that’s 
counseling [at the Social Service Center] or summer programs or the 
Urban Farm, Chicago Lights is really making a difference, and that 
means a lot to me.”

Receiving the Community Impact Award was a surprise to Ellen, but 
“it makes you want to do more.” She says Spotlight was a lovely and 
special day, and she appreciated getting to see all the staff and the 
effort they put in to honor Chicago Lights’ supporters. “I’m thrilled 
that [Paul and I] can help service organizations [including Chicago 
Lights]. They make such a difference in lives, and it comes back to  
the person who’s giving too.”

The Driskill Foundation, headed by June Barnard, has a mission 
of funding innovation and progress in the field of medical research, 
and June believes the foundation of that work is fostering curiosity. 
Over the past several years—as the inaugural Jubilee Sponsor of the 
2015 Gala of Hope and as the 2017 funder of Summer Day—the 
Foundation has provided financial support to help spark and grow 
curiosity among those served by Chicago Lights. 

June says attending the final performance by the “CurioCity” 
Summer Day students this past year was a memory that will stay 
with her forever. “When they got up and performed the things they’d 
created, I cried my eyes out,” she says. “Those kids were just amazing. 
I’ve loved the Chicago Lights galas I’ve chaired and attended, but that 
[performance] burns in my heart. It was life-changing for me as well 
as them to see how excited they got about being curious.” 

To her, the Community Impact Award “recognizes that what the 
Foundation is doing is having an effect on other lives,” and it’s 
meaningful because that’s their goal—to reach into the lives of others 
and make a difference. “I was honored,” she says, “but the award 
truly goes to all those kids and those working behind the scenes—the 
teachers and staff. They’re the ones who need the award.”

A professional peacemaker, a skilled fundraiser and education 
advocate, and a foundation dedicated to fostering curiosity earned 
top honors for their service to Chicago Lights at the 2017 Spotlight 
event. We are so grateful for the passion each of them brings to their 
work with our programs, and we’re honored that they find Chicago 
Lights to be a worthy recipient of their talents and support. 

Janice Lewis, owner of JaniceTime life coaching services and a 
certified labyrinth and meditation leader, has been sharing her 
gifts with Chicago Lights for three years. She and a team of eight 
volunteers facilitate Peace Club for Tutoring students, and she has 
offered labyrinth and meditation workshops at the Urban Farm and 
Social Service Center as well. “The more peace within, the more 
peaceful we are outside,” she says. “I am really, every day, trying to 
stop some of the violence in Chicago—one breath at a time with 
meditation or one step at a time with labyrinths.”

In addition, Lewis is an active member of the Metropolitan Club, 
and she was instrumental in getting the club’s Women’s Executive 
Committee to partner with Chicago Lights for an unprecedented 
two years, which meant several events in support of our work, as 
well as an opportunity for Dance Academy students to perform on 
the 67th floor of the Willis Tower. 

“It was a privilege to be recognized and honored by the leaders of 
Chicago Lights,” Janice says. “But I’m already 110 percent in because 
I hear from teens and adults what a difference meditation makes to 
them.” Someone who had been a guest at the Social Service Center 
stopped her on Michigan Avenue the other day and said, “Thank 
you for teaching me to meditate. I get along with people better now,” 
Janice recalls, adding, “I think in Chicago, if I could just stop one 
person from doing a violent act, I’m all in.”
  
Ellen Gignilliat, a retired teacher and current philanthropist, 

was inspired to work with Chicago 
Lights because she and her 
husband of sixty-two years, 
Paul, are members of Fourth 
Presbyterian Church and 

have co-chaired two successful 
fundraising campaigns for them. 

And, she says, “Once a teacher, 
always a teacher. So the Tutoring 

program especially is near and dear to 
my heart.”

Ellen has long been an ambassador for the annual 
gala, and she’s now serving her first term as a 
Chicago Lights board member. “I’ve been very 
impressed with the dedication of the board,” she 
says. “The thing I love is I feel we’re really making 

Ellen Gignilliat, Janice Lewis,  
and June Barnard (L to R) at 
Spotlight 2017



CYNTHIA JOHO | Vice President, Chicago Lights Board

[Chicago Lights] started at Fourth, that gave it a foundation I 
could trust.” And because the church provides operating space for 
Chicago Lights, “all dollars raised go directly to programs. That’s not 
something a lot of other nonprofit organizations can say.”

Today she is a leader on the 2017 Chicago Lights Board of Directors, 
but Cynthia Joho grew up helping others, and she has been involved 
with Chicago Lights as a hands-on volunteer, financial supporter, 
and awareness raiser for two decades. 

“As I grew up, my parents helped others, and I’ve always wanted to 
do something extra in my life to help people,” Cynthia says.  
A member of Fourth Presbyterian Church for more than twenty 
years, Cynthia first got involved with Chicago Lights as a tutor. After 
she had her daughter, she began attending and working to promote 
the annual fundraising gala for Chicago Lights. “Attending the gala, 
you get a sense of what the programs are really doing, thanks to the 
generous support of so many,” she says.

Then four years ago, Cynthia took the helm as chair of this 
important event, which raises a quarter of the annual funding for 
Chicago Lights. “That’s when we changed the name to Gala of 
Hope,” Cynthia says. “We thought it was time to expand the Gala—
to make it more visible for people [and local businesses] outside 
Fourth Church, as well as more exciting and interesting for the 
members who attend.”

Cynthia’s husband, Chef J. Joho, is proprietor of Everest in Chicago, 
Eiffel Tower Restaurant in Las Vegas, and Brasserie Jo in Boston. 
His connections combined with Cynthia’s elegant creativity and 
generous hospitality have contributed to hundreds of thousands of 
dollars raised through the Gala of Hope’s live and silent auctions.

“My husband was very supportive of me chairing the Gala of 
Hope,” Cynthia says. “He had attended the earlier [galas] with me 
and grew to appreciate the work of Chicago Lights. His personal 
and professional connections from around the world and his own 
personal donations really helped build excitement for the first Gala 
of Hope and ultimately a good portion of its success.”

For Cynthia, Chicago Lights’ connection with Fourth Presbyterian 
Church is one of the things that drew her to the organization and 
makes it unique among nonprofits in the city, she says. “There are a 
lot of wonderful organizations to choose from, but for me, because 

“...all dollars raised go 
directly to programs.”

She says it’s also important to her to help the people right here in our 
community—those we pass on Michigan Avenue. “The words that 
resonate with me are helping people ‘one life at a time’ and ‘giving 
hope’,” she says. “To see people come in [to the Social Service Center] 
and leave with a little more dignity than when they came in—the one-
on-one relationships we create are critical to our success.” 

Whether it’s a student’s relationship with his tutor, a Social Service 
Center guest’s relationship with a case worker, or an intern’s 
relationship with her mentor at the Urban Farm, “people are able 
to trust more when they get to know one person and can work with 
them [consistently].”

As a leader on the Board of Directors, Cynthia says she finds herself 
looking toward the future. “I hope we can sustain the level of 
professionalism we have among our program directors, increase the 
number of people we can serve, and continue to have a welcoming 
and beautiful place for them to come.” 

She says this focus on what lies ahead keeps her energized and 
engaged, despite the many challenges our city and country are facing. 
“I think in this day and age, it gets easier and easier to go into our 
hole and just do things for ourselves. It’s uplifting for me to make sure 
I’m trying to help others who are less fortunate. [Supporting the work 
of Chicago Lights] makes me feel like I’m not talking about my faith 
but am actually showing it through my actions.”

Cynthia Joho with her husband, 
Chef J. Joho, at the Gala of Hope



PARTNERS

600 N. Lake Shore Drive  
Condo Association

AARP - RSVP Project
Adler Planetarium
After School Matters
Alderman Walter Burnett Jr.
American Academy of  

Implant Dentistry
Antunovich Associates
Athletico Physical Therapy
Auditorium Theatre 
Augustus Tolton Catholic Academy
Balance Chicago 
A Balanced You Holistic  

Massage Therapy 
Banana Republic
Baquette and Butter
Beam Suntory
Belmont-Cragin Elementary School
Benevolent
Blue Cross Blue Shield IL
BMO Financial Group
The Board of Pensions of the  

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Bostrom Consulting
The Bra Recyclery
Breakthrough Urban Ministries                
Brother Rice High School
Brown Elementary School  

of Technology
Button & Zipper
By the Hand Club for Kids
Capital One
Capitol One 360
Catholic Charities
Center for Conflict Resolution
Central City Housing Ventures
Chicago Academy for the Arts
Chicago City of Learning
Chicago Coalition for the Homeless
Chicago Help Initiative
Chicago Hope Academy
Chicago Housing Authority
Chicago Lights Associate Board
Chicago Loop Alliance
Chicago Park District
Chicago Period Project
Chicago Public Schools
The Chicago School of  

Professional Psychology
Chicago Spartans
Chicago Waldorf School
Christ the King
CME Group Inc - SEED Group
CNA 
Columbia College Library
Comfort Socks for the Homeless
Cornerstone Real Estate Advisors
Deacons - Phil and Linda Gibboney
DeLaSalle Institute
DePaul College Prep
DePaul Family and  

Community Health Center
DePaul University MSW Program
Drake Hotel

Dress for Success
The Driskill Foundation 
Educational Endeavors
Egan Hope Scholars/ 

DePaul University
Ensemble Español
Equinox Fitness Club
Factor Women
Farmhouse Chicago
Feeding America
Fenwick High School
FINRA
First Presbyterian Church of  

Arlington Heights
First United Methodist Church at 

Chicago Temple
Francis W. Parker School
Franciscan Outreach Association
Franczek Radelet
Frankie’s Scaloppine
The Fruit Guys
George Washington  

Alumni Network
Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago and 

Northwest Indiana
Goldie’s Place
Greater Chicago Food Depository
GREC Architects
Green Thumb Industries
Greenheart International
Groupon
Guerin Prep
The Habitat Company
Habitat for Humanity
The Happiness Club
Hawk Energy Solution
HDI Global Insurance Company
Helping Women Period - Chicago
Holy Trinity High School
Hyatt Hotels Corporation
Hyatt Chicago Magnificent Mile
Ikram
Illinois Eye Institute/Vision of Hope 
Illinois Mentoring Partnership
Illinois Student  

Assistance Commission 
Impact 100
Infosys Consulting
Inspiration Corporation/ 

The Employment Project
InterPark
Irwin W. Steans Center at  

DePaul University
J. Crew
Jewish United Federation
Jillian Marsala
Joffrey Ballet 
John Marshall Law School 
Junior Achievement
Kauai Coffee
Kenshoo Chicago
Kovitz Shifrin Nesbit
Lakeview Pantry
Latin School of Chicago 
Lawson House YMCA

Lincoln Park Community Shelter
Lookingglass Theatre
Manierre Elementary School
Make it Better
Marcel Digital
Marillac St. Vincent Family Services
Mayor’s Office for People  

with Disabilities 
Mercer
Metropolitan Capital Bank & Trust
The Metropolitan Club
Millennium Knickerbocker Hotel
Millward Brown
MKTG
National ABLE Network
National Association of  

Black Story Tellers
Nike
North Shore Congregation Israel
Northside AntiHunger Network
Northwestern Memorial Hospital
Northwestern University Feinberg 

School of Medicine
Northwestern University  

School of Law
Northwestern University  

Student Affairs 
Notre Dame College Prep
Office of Catholic Schools, 

Archdiocese of Chicago
O’Hare Rotary Club
One Warm Coat
Open Books
Original Penguin
Peace Hub
Precious Blood Ministries of 

Reconciliation
Presence Saints Mary and  

Elizabeth Medical Center
Pressure Point Recording Studio
Project Inspire Workshop Series
Providence St Mel
Purple Binder
Quatrro
Ravinia Festival
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago
Roots of Success
Ruben Salazar Bilingual Center
Sales University Group
Salesforce
Salvation Army
Salvation Army Mobile Outreach
Sarah’s Circle
Sprouts Academy
St. Benedict High School
St. Ignatius
St. Malachy School
St. Matthew  

United Methodist Church
St. Patrick High School
STOP-IT - Salvation Army
Susan G. Komen for the Cure
The Talking Farm
ThinkCERCA
Thrive Chicago

Thrivent Financial
Trinity High School 
Tronc, Inc.
Turnaround: Arts, President’s 

Committee on the Arts and 
Humanities

Turner Construction Company
The Turner Family
Tutoring Chicago
Tyson Foods
Universal Sole
University of Illinois - Chicago;  

Jane Addams College of  
Social Work

University of Illinois - Chicago; 
College of Pharmacy

Van Cleef Hair Studio
Volunteer Local
Wagstaff Worldwide
Waldorf Astoria
Walgreens
The Walking Company
Walter Payton High School 

Advisory 806 (Grace Turner)
Warren Barr Gold Coast
Windy City Playhouse
The Women’s Treatment Center
Worthington Presbyterian Church
You Are a Star NFP/ 

Stardreamers Theater

“I was homeless, 
shelter-hopping 

with three children. 
I was unemployed. 
Case management 

at the Social Service 
Center brightened up 

my life—it gave me 
something to be a part 

of. It’s a blessing to have 
someone by your side.” 

AJA MCNEARY, Guest
Chicago Lights Social 

Service Center



REVENUE
                               
Individual Contributions			   $1,006,792	 46%
Foundations/Corporations			  $513,294 	 23%
Program Receipts				   $634,210		 29% 
Draw from Invested Funds			  $44,506		    2%

Total:			       		  $2,198,802

DISBURSEMENTS

Tutoring					     $609,860 	 28% 
Management and General			    $305,149 	 14%
Elam Davies Social Service Center		   $326,031 	 15% 
Urban Farm				     $323,055 	 15% 
Fundraising				     $247,665	 11% 
Dance Academy				     $218,138	 10% 
Summer Day				     $141,760 	   7%

Total:    				                  $2,171,658        
Net Surplus / (Deficit)			      $27,144

Source: the Chicago Lights 2017 unaudited financial statement. 
An audited statement is available after June 30, 2018

FINANCIAL INFORMATION



“My relationship with my tutor/
mentor, Sheryl, helped me learn the 
significance of giving. Regardless of 
whether it’s money or time, I always 

have something to share with 
others. As a child, I began to envision 
myself as a giver. Today, as an adult, 

I remain true to that vision. I am 
committed to helping others.” 

KIMBERLY WATSON
Chicago Lights Tutoring Alumna and 

Chicago Lights Board Member



THANK YOU

Thank you!
Chicago Lights is grateful for each and every supporter  
who made a donation in 2017. 

With your generosity, our programs continue to provide  
hope and opportunity to children, youth, and adults facing 
the challenges of poverty.  

SUPPORTERS

Anonymous (6)
Jason Abel
Nancy Abshire
Sara Achler
Chet Achterberg
J. Milller Adam
Kris Adamik
Bill and Liz Adams
Carmen Adams
Paul Adcock
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Tom and Lynn Aranow
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Annette Bacon
Chase Bacon
Jim Bacus and Casey Eslick
Tom and Mary Bagley
Mona Bailey
Bob and Juanita Baker

Carol Baker
Keith Baird and Beverly Groll
Kristine Baker
Nancy Baird
Sarah Baker
George and Sharon Bakos
Alexander Balick
Diana Balitaan
Don and Brenda Ball
Michael and Jean Ban
Tony and Sarah Banasiak
Dean Banick
Reb Banker
Maury and Maija-Liisa Barancik
Christina Barbaccia
Matt and Jenna Bardwell
David Barford and Virginia Olds
Jeff and Elizabeth Barker
Matthew Barkley
Laura Barnett
Shirley Baron
Renee Barone
Sherry Barr
Alan and Erika Bartelstein
D. Harlean Barth
Mary Bartholomaus
Amy Bartucci
Abigail Barwig
Bob and Kathi Bates
Alan and Charlotte Bath
Kerry and Anna Bathrick
Warren and Eloise Batts
Jim and Deborah Baughman
Misty Baumann
Walt and Linda Bay
Matthew Bayer
Delanie Beadle
Luke Beasley
George and Sherri Becker
Roger and Jeanette Becker
Sally Becker
Gary and Ruthi Beckman
Mark Beckmann and  

Kara Portwood
Bill and Carol Bedford
Matt Beinlich
Elizabeth Beiser
Alison Beitzel
Carole Bekken
June Bekken
Briana Belding-Peck and  

Shane Peck
Robert Bellaci
Hallie Belt

John and Sherry Bender
Ariana Bennett
Nancy Benson
Gail Bent
Taposhi Bentley
Jan Berendsen and Fred Teichen
Julia Bergen
Jonathan Berger
Jordan Berger
Henry Berghoef and Leslie Boyle
Debra Bergstrom
Julie Beringer
LB Bernabe
Stephen Bernacki
Emily Bertram
Alana Beseau
Cynthia Besecker
Paul and Kathi Best
Kate Beukenkamp
Mike and Katy Bever
Joshua Beyer
Rajesh Bhana
Amanda Bier
Kathy Bijak
Kinsey Birch
Nancy and Lynn Birch
Eric Birdsley
Gayle Birdsong
Michelle Birkett
Nan Birmingham
Ed and La Donna Black
Julie Blackhall
Dianne Blanco
Oscar and Lauren Blanco
Bret Blanton
Jay Blanton
John and Alison Blaser
Pam Block
Gerry Bloomer and Linda Crane
Susan Blum
Amanda Blumenfed
David Boateng
John and Claudia Boatright
Katie Bochenek
Charla Bodle
Patti Boek
Caroline Boese
Rick Bogaard
Susan Boggie
Gregory Bohlmann
Paul and Pam Boneham
Cass Book
Norma Borcherding
Jonathan and Caryn Borg-Breen

John and Suzanne Borland
John and Nicole Borovicka
Samantha Borow
Stephanie Bortko
Ron Bottrell and Polly Peters-Bottrell
Nicole Bowlin
Dianne Bowman
Sammi Bowyer
Catherine Boyle
Kathye Boyle
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Blair Bradford
Paul and Christine Branstad
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Carol Braun
Mark and Jill Braun
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Eric and Linda Brehm
Christine Brennan
Beverly Brent
Andrew and Donna Brickman
Matthew Brockhaus
Vern Broders and Francee Harrington
Jennifer Brodersen and Barbara Brown
Glenn and Sandra Bromagen
Lauren Brooks
Robert and Claire Brooks
Wesley Broquard
Emily Brown
Gail Brown
Larry and Angelina Brown
Martha Brown
Monica Brown
Raquel Brown
Sue Brown
Kay Brungs
Amy Bryant
Erin Buckley
Jane Buckwalter
Nicolien Buholzer
Tim and Beth Buikema
Barbara Buker
Alan Burger
Siglinde Burger
Allan and Linda Burke
Kathryn Burkhardt
Audrey Burkhart
Hugh Burton and Patricia Kurtz
Stephen and Ashley Bus
John and Francine Bush
Rachel Bush
Eric Buteyn
Michael Bux



THANK YOU
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“My tutor became more 
than just someone 

to help me with 
homework, but a friend 
on whom I could rely—

even to this day.” 

MARCUS ZIEGLER, 
Alumnus 

Chicago Lights Tutoring

Lieve Buzard
Peter and Linda Bynoe
Sarah Byrne and Kirstin Leiby
Phil and Jill Calian
Tim Calkins and Carol Saltoun
Christopher Callahan
Julie Cameron
Jonathan and Jennifer Campbell
Dennis and Anne Marie Canfield
Jennifer Cannon
Duane and Ann Carlson
Rich and Lisanne Carlson
Roger and Ginny Carlson
Allyssa Carmendy
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Mary Carter
Wydetta Carter
Jack Casey
Emmet Cassidy
Cynthia Casteel
Kim Catherall
Craig and Cindi Caudle
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Jerry and Jan Cerasale
Anna Ceraso
Yolanda Chang
Cecil Chau
Joyce Chen
Suz Chester
Jeanine Chmiel
Youn Chong
Keri Christensen
John Christman
Alexander Chu
Jim and Lisa Chu

Marla Cichowski
Richard and Maria Ciesla
Emily Cilley
Rich and Linda Cirillo
Sarah Clark
Kathleen Cleary
Laureen Cleary
Richard and Elizabeth Clemmitt
Bonnie Clyde
Brett and Kristen Cochrane
Don and Frances Coe
Cory Coenen
Shawn and Marla Coffman
Howard and Dona Cohen
Ed and Lola Coke
Joffre-Charles Colbert and  

Betsy Lenzi-Colbert
Kate Cole
Meghan Cole
Winston Collier and  

Marisa Perry Collier
Ryan Collins
Bruce and Laura Comiskey
Bill Conlon and Patsy Habicht
Jana Conover
Stefanie Conrad
Carrie Conzelman
Lesley Conzelman and  

Ellen Schaller
Fernita Cook
Chuck Cooper
Taylor Corbitt
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Douglas Cornett
Alex and Curtiss Cornwell
David and Kathy Cornwell
Joann Corrigan
Andy Costello and Camila Montoya
Clark Costen and Samme Orwig
Michael and Ellie Cotey
Vada Cottrill
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Jerry Cox
Thomas and Anne Cox
Jodi Craiglow
Bob and Winnie Crawford
Nancy Crawford
Karen Crawford-Alley
Gareth and Melissa Creasey
John Crim
Christian Crocker
Timothy Cronister and  

Debra Sampey
David and Cara Crosby
Dennis and Sharon Crosby
Mary Joe Crosby
Tessa Cross
Caitlin Crouch
Robert Crouch
Ron and Mary Jane Crowell
Thomas Crowell
Matt and Holly Crowl

Steve and Cindy Cruise
Jose Cruz and  

Christine Weible-Cruz
Lloyd and Jan Culbertson
Drew and Dani Cupps
Dwight and Linda Curtis
Eleanor Curtis
Sandy Curtiss and Tracy Huml
Vicky Curtiss
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Alyn and Lisa Dagher
Steven Dahn
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Hope Daniels
Ranjan and Kalen Daniels
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Phil Darling
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Beth Davis
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Lynn Davis
Nancy Davis
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Cheryl D’Hollander
Kathleen DiBenedetto
Elizabeth Dickey
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Jeff Doane and Gretchen VanNatta
Guy Doggett
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Jaime Edwards
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Diane Ellsworth
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Maria Eppler
David and Ellen Ericson
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Mary Pat Esposito
Marty and Debra Essenburg
Kat Evans
Sam and Terry Evans
Daan Everts and  

Lesley Hamre-Everts
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Marilyn Ezri
John Fagiolo and  

Catherine Ramsden
David and Tracy Fairman
Jonathan and Laura Fairman
Javier and Kate Fajardo
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Julia Foster
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Mark Gomez
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Tami Gordon
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Doug St. John
Allison Gramolini
Chuck and Karen Grant
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Gary and Nancy Hattery
Russell Hattery
James Haugen and Jeff Weber
Stephen and Ellie Hauser
Eric and Bridgette Hayes
Spencer and Heather Haynes
Roosevelt and Michelle Haywood
Pee Wee and Gail Head
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Cathy Flaa
Christina Fleming
Deanna Fleming
Geof Flick
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Fred and Val Henry
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SUPPORTERS

“I feel more free, and 
I can be myself at the 

Urban Farm. I feel like 
I’m at my second home 

here. The youth program 
has given me confidence 
and pushed me toward 

my goals in a way I never 
thought I had in me.”

MALCOLM PATTERSON, 
Alumnus and  

Assistant Grower 
Chicago Lights Urban Farm
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Radha Oza
Sonal Oza
Daniel Pabian
John and Bev Pace
Domingo Pacheco
John and Andrea Page
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Lingmei Pan
Daniel Park
Duo Park
Hyun Park
Janet Park
Sally Park
Sheila Park
Vincent Park
Thomas Parolin
Malorie Parry
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Martha Paschke
Gina Patel
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Anita Paxhia
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Scott and Donna Pecci
Meg Peery McLaughlin
Scott Pellman
Victoria Perez
Cynthia Periolat
Allison Perrin
Alice Perry
John and Jane Perry
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Elizabeth Peters
Grace Petersen
Collin Peterson
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Jane Petkus
Shaun Pettit and Amy Gulinson
Chris and Sara Pfaff
Greg and Josie Phelps
Elaine Phillips
Julie Piatek
Brad and Melanie Pierce
Chad and Jess Pilarski
Ira Pilchen and Kathy McCabe
Angie Pilgrim
Jeffrey Pilgrim and Jill Ladendorf
Stan and Ginger Pillman
Alexander Pilnik
Perry and Jennifer Pinto
Ashley Piraino
Cathy Pittmon
Kwame Pitts
Larry Pitts and Linda Fletcher
Joe Pixler
Andrew Platkin
John and Janet Podolski
Elizabeth Poe
Edward Pogue and  

Christine Anderson-Pogue

Judith Pomeranz
David and Denise Poole
Ron Porras and Stuart Hassell
Bill Porter
Thomas Porter
Len Pouncey
Sarah Powell
Stephanie Powell
Beth Power
Mike Powers and  

Lindsey Harrington
Jeremy Prather
Cammie Preston
John Preston
Amy Pritt
Samuel Pro
Matt Pulley
Mayya Pypkina
Paul and Drea Quinn
Michael Radner
Bobby and Johanna Rahal
Stig and Angie Rahm
Vivian Ramos
Graham Rarity
Peter Rasey
Chris and Emily Raub
Mary Agnes Raulston
Louis Ray
Seth and Allie Reatherford
Mark Rebholz
Janet Reed
Donald and Dolores Register
Wilma Rehm
Paul Rehmer
Maureen Reid
Anita Reimann
Tyler and Jessica Reimer
Dave and Melanie Reinhardt
Warren Reiss
Dinesh Relwani
Sarah Remijan
Christine Renaud
Jessica Renaud
Dean and Maria Rendina
Erendira Rendon
Angelyn Renick
Kevin and Kim Reome



THANK YOU
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Germaine Resendiz
Tave and Lesley Reser
Steve Reubart
Dierk and Caroline Reuter
Douglas Reuter
Judy Reuter
Robert Reuter
Reuben and Casey Reynoso
Lincoln and Gloria Richardson
Mike Richardson
Philip Richardson
Jeanine Riedl and  

Friedhard Kiekeben
Cindy Rieke
Tom and Carol Riekse
Bruce and Mary Rigdon
Edward Riley
Norman Riley
Jenny Risch
Kyle Ritter
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Bill and Deborah Roach
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Jacalu Robson
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Peter Rogers and  
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Thomas and Catherine Rolfes
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Thomas Roth
Anthony and Jane Rothschild
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Randy and Fiona Royer
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Bill Rudnick and Lisa Walker
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Tony Ruger and Deborah Kapp
George and Kim Ruhana
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Brent Rupple and  

Reaves Wimbish
Lauren Russ
Paul Rutgers and Susan Peverly
Shane and Kristen Ryan
Rick and Martha Sabol
Chris Sagath
Barry and Julia Sagraves
Heather Saliny
David Salk

Kim Salli
Sandi Saltijeral
Pamela Sampson
Adrienne Samuels
Marina Sanchez
Sue Sandberg
Megan Sandburg
Richard Sanderson
Jerry and Allison Santos
William Sanyaolu
Vara Saripalli
Brian and Norah Satre
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Michael Savino
Carly Savory
Nanette Sawyer and  

Andrea Sawyer-Kirksey
Zachary Sawyer
Ken and Elaine Scales
Mary Schaafsma
Edna Schade
Megan Schaefer
Susan Schaefer
Nadezda Scharnell
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Tom and Sue Schemper
Tracey Scheppach
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Chris Schipke
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Dave and Mary Schlott
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Lois Schmidt
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Morgan and Mary Simmons
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Mark Simos
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Emily Skowronek
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Jillian Smith
Lisa Smith
Marie Smith
Susan Smith
Ted and Kim Smith
John Snider
Peggy Snorf
Robert Snyder
Mark and Mari Sokolowski
Scott and Michelle Solberg
Ajay Soni
Kathryn Sorenson
Dean and Carole Sotter
David and Carolyn Spadafora
Patrick and Rebecca Spence
Jim Spiegel
Sandy Spiegel
Nicole Spirgen
Lisa Spring
Kelsey Springer
Nicholas Stacey
Joseph Stam
Steve and Emmy Stanley
John and Molly Starmann
Genevieve Staver
Sue Stealey
Katie Stecker
Brian Steiling

Amanda Stein
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Anne Stelle
Christine Stephens
Evadney Stephens
Benjamin and Carrie Stern
David Stern
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Catherine Stewart
Ragnhild Stockenström
Anne Stockton
Jeff and Alison Stogsdill
Amy Stoken
John Stoken and Vanhdy Phongsavath
Susan Stoken and Richard Krantz
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Betsy Storm
Jim Stout
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Mike and Toni Strait
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Mark Streicher
Cole Strickland
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Sarah and Bryan Stroh
Dick and Ella Strubel
Steve Stryker and Andrea Schwartz
Frank and Joan Stuart
David and Laura Sturrus
Ed and Joyce Sturrus
Matthew Styne
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Christa Suk
Heather Sullivan
Jeanne Sullivan
Liz Sullivan
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Meredith Clayton
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Janet Svirsky
Shane Swanson and Susan Bennett
Ted Swartz and  

Christena Rath-Swartz
Flora Swearingen
Janet Swenson
Marie Swenson
Tom and Ashley Swidnicki
Mary Kay Swindlehurst
Jack and Adeline Szafraniec
Robert and Christine Szafraniec
Joe Szuba
Andrew Szymanski
Michael Szymanski
Susan Szymanski
Emily Talen
Divya Talwar
Edward and Mary Tamminga
Tod Tappert
Michael and Amy Tax
Alan Taylor
Barry Taylor
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Brandon and Leslie Taylor
Darlene Taylor
Jessica Taylor
Lisa Taylor
Susan Taylor
Alyssa Temple
Kevin Temple and Medora Lee
Whitney Templeton
John Testa
Steve and Jody Thaxton
Dick Thomas
John Thomas
Larry and Alison Thomas
Trang Thomas
Debra Thompson
Jack and Rachel Thompson
Samme and Janet Thompson
Scott and Martha Thompson
Sue Thompson
Tara Thompson and  

Shelley Donaldson
Teresa Thompson
Susan Thornton
Frank and  Nina Thorp
Barbara Timberlake
Kristin Timm
Michael and Nancy Timmers
Shalyn Timmons
Lesley Timpe
Chad and Heidi Tischer
Brian and Katie Tkach
Alexandra Toledo
Len Tomaka
Daniel and Annette Tomal
Polly Toner
Gene and Peg Tonsager
Preston Torbert
Jose Torres
Nicole Touma
Steven and Becky Tousey
Ken and Janny Travers
Maggie Treacy
Barton and Jennifer Tretheway
Howard and Joyce Trier
Sloane Madden Trimboli
Paul Trost and  

Meredith Payne Trost
Paul Troust
Ellen True
Bill Trumbull
Edward Tuder
Rebecca Tung
Emily Tupy
Stefani Turken
Brent Turner
Jennifer Turner
John and Ann Turner
Martin and Amy Turner
Nicole Turner
Sybil and Pete Turner
Cenk Ulgen
Ruben Ulloa
Matthew Umphreys
Curt and Jane Unander

Robert and Nancy Unglaub
Jane Upin
Chris and Linda Valentine
Harvey and Judy Van Dam
Susan Van der Meulen
S. L. Van der Zanden and  

Kimberly Orput
Ann and Kevin Van Eron
Dave and Susan Van Hooser
Brian and Jen Van Klompenberg
Grace Van Moer
George Van Verst and Nancy 

Sutherland Van Verst
Jim Vance
Iris Vander Wal
Ken and Linda Vander Weele
Donn VanDerSchie
Nicholas and Stephanie 

VanDerSchie
Dawn Vanderveen
Richard VanderZyden
Alexis Vasiljevich
Claire Vasiljevich
James Velander
Tina Velazquez
Les Ventsch
John and Anna Vest
David Vick
Russell and Kristin Vilt
Nancy Vincent
Emma Vis
Carol Vix
George and Nancy Vizer
Jeanne Vogelzang
Susan Volkober
Tony and Amy Volpe
April Von Bergen
Peter Vorhes and Liz Siivola
Jean Voss
Robert and Stephanie Voss
Alexandra Vrazo
Robert and Kerry Vyverberg
Carrie Wagener
Bruce and Betsy Wagner
Mark and Lynn Wagner
Joanna Wahler
Ben Waldie and  

Melinda Hinners-Waldie
Karen Waldman and Phil Buscher
Michael Walerius
Benjamin Walker and  

Catherine McCarthy
Ken Walker
Rosemary Walker
Stephanette Walker
Tom and Ellyn Walker
Michael Wallace and  

Jennifer Rakstad
James and Kathy Walsh
Julie Walsh
Jessica Walter
John and Carol Walter
Pat and Julia Walter
Jason Ward

Candice Warltier
Jennifer Wassum
David Watkins
Kimberly Watson
Dave and Judy Watt
Kwame Webb
Mary Webb
Amy Weber
James Weber
Jessica and Daniel Weber
Linda Weber
Daniel and Mardy Wegg
Baomy Wehrle
Sarah Weisiger
Lorraine Weisz
Michelle and Ron Weitz
Charlie Welenc
Steve Weller and  

Kristina Kittilsen Weller
Richard and Elaine Wells
Kevin Wensink
Rachel Westbrook
Robert Wetherald and Laura Sterkel
Renee Whisnant
Audrey and Patrick White
Jason and Erin White
Doug Whitmer
Michel Whitney
Leslie Whittet
Eric Wicks and Linda Baker
Eric and Sandy Wiedegreen
Megan Wiegand
Paul and Anne Wierbicki
Amber Wiersma
Bob and Gloria Wiersma
Lindsey Wiersma
Hillary Wiessinger
Jessie Wiley
Roy Wiley and  

Bobbie Huskey Wiley
Meredith Wilkinson
Ryan Wilkinson
Katherine Willems
Madeleine Willets
Allie Williams
Jessica Williams
Judy Williams
Randy and Susie Williams
Reggie and Stacy Williams
Richard and Marlene Williams
Scott and Peggy Williams
Tony Williams
Shelby Williford
Neil and Lilly Willis
Cindy Wilson
Cornell Wilson and  

Samantha Woo
Ellen Wilson
Gary and Modena Wilson
Roger Wilson
Nora Wiltse
Cathy Winckler
Andrea Wing
Jan Wingard

Kurt and Felicia Winiecki
Brandon and Rachel Winikates
Claudia Winkler
Terra Winston
Amy Wishnick
Brian and Devon Wojciechowski
Charles and Kathryn Wolf
Mike and Susan Wolz
Shanna Wood
Sherry and Lee Woodry
Emily Workman
Ed Wosylus
Lauren Wretman
Anne Wright
Phillip Wu
Susan Wulczyn
JR Wymer
Stephen and Mary Kay Wysham
Diola Xhaferri
Toni Yang
Elizabeth Yelda
Paul and Grace Yim
Eva Yoder
Kyle Yoder
Karen Yokiel
Marcel Yonan and Charlotte Wager
Mara Yorizzo
David York
Hilda Younan
Shane Younan
Chris Young
Emily Young
Jay Young
Ramona Young
Robert Young
Allison Youngblood
Sarah Younger
Carol Young-Holt
Jennifer Yu
Anne Zagotta
Abby Zanarini Funk and Don Funk
Duke and Kristin Zandstra
Gail Zandstra
Jeff and Betsy Zeiger
Mary Zeltmann
Alison Zepp
Peter and Lori Ziesmer
Dale Zigulich
Jane Zimmerman
Paul and Susan Zucker

We regret any omission or misspelling 
that may have occurred. If we 
inadvertently omitted or misspelled 
your name, please contact Andrea 
Miller at 312.640.2576 (amiller@
chicagolights.org).



“I was very hyperactive, and it 
was hard for me to understand 
everything in school. The Dance 

Academy helped my academic life 
a lot. I’m way more disciplined and 
organized. I love this program—it’s 

fun, exciting, and full of love.” 

JASMINE STEWART
Alumna and Teaching Artist

Chicago Lights Dance Academy



Metropolitan Capital Bank & Trust
Kirkland & Ellis
BMO Harris Bank

FOUNDATION AND  
INSTITUTIONAL DONORS

CHICAGO LIGHTS PARTNERS

$100,000+
The Driskill Foundation
Greer Foundation

$50,000+
Caerus Foundation, Inc.
Chicago Tribune Charities,  

a McCormick Foundation Fund

$25,000+
KLA Samaritan Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation

$15,000+
Carl R. Hendrickson  

Family Foundation
Colonel Stanley R. McNeil 

Foundation, Bank of America, 
N.A., Trustee

George L. Shields Foundation
Wakerly Family Foundation

$10,000+
J.R. Albert Foundation
Full Circle Foundation
Insurance Industry  

Charitable Foundation
Nayar Family Foundation
Oberweiler Foundation

$5,000+
After School Matters
Deluxe Corporation Foundation
George M. Eisenberg Foundation 

for Charities
McGraw Foundation
Thing 1-2-3

$2,500+
Anonymous
Clif Bar Foundation
Tom E. Dailey Foundation
Kinder Morgan Foundation

$1,000+
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Finnegan Family Foundation
Magnificent Mile  

Charitable Foundation
Presbyterian Church USA Board  

of Pensions

Thank you to the corporate sponsors who  
supported Chicago Lights events in 2017.

GALA OF HOPE CORPORATE SPONSORS

Hope $25,000
Hyatt Hotels Corporation
Kirkland & Ellis

Official Airline Sponsor
Delta Air Lines

Diamond $5,000
Dimeo Schneider & Associates, 

L.L.C.
Jenner & Block LLP

Emerald $2,000
Latherow & Duignan
Quatrro FPO Solutions
Raymond James

Ruby $1,000
Ariel Investments 
Aspen Tea Company
Beacon Tavern 
Douglas & Company
Joseph Feldman Associates
Geneva Advisors
GREC Architects
Grosvenor Capital Management
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Magellan Development Group
Seminars International, Inc.
TCF Bank

In-Kind Sponsors
Arlen Music Productions
Corporate Motivation, Inc.
Grady Campbell Incorporated
Revel Décor
Roti Modern Mediterranean
Terlato Wines International

SPOTLIGHT CORPORATE SPONSORS

Champion $2,500
Alexander, Borovicka & O’Shea 

Government Solutions
Dimeo Schneider & Associates, L.L.C.
Kovitz Investment Group

Advocate $1,000
Joseph Feldman Associates
The Hochberg Family Foundation
Latherow & Duignan
UBS

Ambassador $500
Leland Grove Law
McCormick Theological Seminary

 

 

GLOW CORPORATE SPONSORS
 
Brilliant $2,500
Chicago Tribune
GREC Architects
The William F. O’Connor Foundation

Radiant $1,000
Health Endeavors, S.C.
Twinkling Stars Preschool
 
Glimmer $500
The Kopley Group
LeanBox

 

Friend $250
JLL

DJ
The DJ Firm

Venue
Chez

Transportation
Uber
 

CORPORATE DONORS

100+ Who Care Chicago
Anonymous 
AON Foundation
AT&T
Bank of America
BMO Harris Bank 
BP
Capital Group 
Capital One
Century Link 
CME Group
CNA
Conagra Brands
Deloitte
Expedia 
GE Foundation
Goldman Sachs & Co.
Gregg Communications Systems, Inc.
Groupon, Inc.
ITW Foundation

Jackson National Life  
Insurance Company

JLL Joseph Story Chapter of Phi Alpha 
Delta at DePaul College of Law

MacArthur Foundation
The Metropolitan Club 
Mercer
Microsoft
Morgan Stanley
Northern Trust
The Opus Foundation 
PwC
Strategic Hotel Funding LLC 
TCF Bank 
Thomson Rueters 
UBS
USG Corporation
Wells Fargo Community  

Support Campaign
William Blair

Thank you to our supporters who make a 
difference through their special life events.

Ben Boszick / Financial Literacy
Ashley Bus / Ride London
Bob Doak / Holding-Doak Wedding
Vanessa Kuo / Kuo-Smith Wedding 
M.C. Oxtoby / Oxtoby-Szafrancic 

Wedding

Dave Reinhardt / Annual Golf Outing
Steve Reubart / HLC
Ann Turner / Charlie Turner 

Graduation
Amanda Wolfson / Randolph Street 

Market Fair



Board of Directors 
Ken Walker, President
Cynthia Joho, Vice President
Lafayette Kyle Ford, Secretary
Craig Naish, Treasurer
Debbie Frisch, Immediate Past President
Kathryn Bates
John L. Borovicka
Robert A. Crouch
Victoria G. Curtiss
Joseph Feldman
Ellen Gignilliat

2017 CHICAGO LIGHTS LEADERSHIP

Associates Board 
Danielle Fragen, President
Tim Noce, Vice President
Lauren Suppes, Secretary
Heather Saliny, Events Chair
Sarah Powell, Gala Chair
Katherine Willems, Membership Chair
Jessica Licea, Social Chair
Stefanie McCormack, Volunteer Chair

Liz Allen
Kay Brungs
Rebecca Cadena 
Silvi Demirasi
Vince DiGirolamo
Amanda Donnelly
Kristin Ellertson
Brittany Faulman
Helen Gregg

Laura Beth Griffith
Eric Hansen
Justin Hartman
Stephanie Knox
Jeff Lebata
Masa Matsumura
Jacqueline McNeill
Jeff Osborn
Radha Oza
Ken Perkins
Annabella Roiger
Stefanie Schumann
Christine Stephens
Nicole Touma
Cenk Ulgen
Lauren Wretman
Diola Xhaferri

James Gould
Elinor Hite
Bill Patterson
Virginia J. Pillman
Elaine Scales
Chad A. Tischer
Brian Van Klompenberg
Nicholas VanDerSchie
Kimberly Watson
Terra Winston
Stacy Jackson, Executive Director

and raised $52,286.

The ASSOCIATES BOARD logged 

570 hours 

of volunteer service with CHICAGO LIGHTS among its 

34 members 

$



GIVE
•	 Donate to a specific program or to the general fund
•	 Honor a friend or family member with a gift 
•	 Secure a matching gift, sponsorship, or in-kind gift from  

your company
•	 Plan a gift for the future

VOLUNTEER
•	 Serve as a tutor/mentor through the Tutoring program
•	 Help harvest produce at the Urban Farm
•	 Curate costumes for the Dance Academy
•	 Lead a Summer Day academic or enrichment class
•	 Aid guests in the Social Service Center’s clothing shop  

or food pantry
•	 Join the Chicago Lights Associates Board, a group of 

philanthropic young professionals

ATTEND
•	 The Gala of Hope, our annual benefit
•	 Chicago Lights Associates Board social events and fundraisers 

throughout the year

For more information about giving to fund Chicago Lights’  
life-changing outreach, please contact Katy Frey Bever at 
312.981.3380 (kbever@chicagolights.org).

CONNECT
Subscribe to our newsletter: 
Email us at chicagolights@fourthchurch.org

www.chicagolights.org
	 

GET  
INVOLVED


