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BUILDING 
BRIGHTER 
FUTURES



ChiCAgO LighTs builds brighter futures for Chicago’s youth and 
adults through supportive relationships and life-changing programs.

We believe every person deserves access to the resources they need to 
overcome systemic barriers and achieve their ambitions.

Chicago Lights provides creative youth development and social services 
that help people build the skills they need to lead fulfilling lives. We 
partner with Chicago’s youth and adults in mentoring, supportive 
services, academic enrichment, career development, and arts education.



2020 wAs A yEAR LikE NO OThER. All of us were challenged with the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, social unrest, and economic stress. Many families in Chicago were 
already facing systemic barriers to employment, education, health, and housing. Add the 
effects of COVID-19—increased unemployment, remote learning, and lack of access to 
quality healthcare—and many people were left far behind.

But people were resilient. The Chicago Lights family came together to support each 
other, quickly shifting to a new virtual space. Chicago Lights Tutoring, Summer Day, 
Dance Academy, and Urban Farm programming for students all pivoted online to stay 
connected and offer mentorship, job training, academic support, and arts enrichment.

The Social Service Center provided curbside services, making sure guests’ basic needs 
were met with clothing, food, and hygiene items. Case management for guests’ long-term 
goals related to housing, employment, and health took place over the phone.

Volunteers and donors continued to generously offer their time and financial gifts, 
allowing Chicago Lights to continue to be a source of hope for so many.

Thank you for being a part of this family. Your compassion during especially challenging 
times gives us hope. Thank you for your commitment and dedication to Chicago Lights 
and the youth and adults we partner with as they build brighter futures.

Chad Tischer 
President, Chicago Lights Board of Directors 
May 2019–Present

Stacy Jackson 
Executive Director, Chicago Lights



Chicago Lights grew from the commitment of 
Fourth Presbyterian Church to social justice 
and compassionate service. In 1991, that 
commitment gave rise to a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, which in 2004 was renamed 
Chicago Lights and significantly expanded 
in order to bring together under one banner 
several programs that continue to partner 
with nearly 4,000 individuals each year. 
Today, Fourth Church continues to be a vital 
source of support for Chicago Lights, including 
providing 40% of our volunteers and covering 
a majority of our overhead costs. Because of 
this partnership, our team of professional 
staff and over 1,000 dedicated volunteers can 
continue to build brighter futures for Chicago’s 
youth and adults. Thank you to the Fourth 
Church community for your commitment to 
Chicago Lights!

THANK YOU!



TOp 10 MOMeNTs Of 2020
“Watching the staff rally and figure out how to 
provide the same high level of services despite the 
onset of a pandemic, particularly back in March. The 
creativity and organization shown by the staff really 
distinguished the organization.” 

Bill Patterson, Chicago lights Board of Directors
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“It was great to see how Chicago Lights quickly pivoted 
to virtual learning when the pandemic hit. I was still able 
to keep in contact with my Tutoring student, and she 
mentioned it was a highlight of her day! I was also amazed 
with the generosity that was poured into Chicago Lights. 
The Chicago Lights Associates Board quickly turned our 
annual in-person event to a virtual one, but it didn’t stop the 
support. We were able to fundraise past our goal thanks to 
our generous donors!” 

taylor Wong, President, Chicago lights associates Board

“I became a monthly donor in 2020 because I really 
appreciate everything Chicago Lights has done for 
me. I feel as though they have helped me grow into 
the person I am today. In the near future, I look forward 
to creating my own nonprofit organization focused 
on career development, as well as create alternative 
systems to steer people away from financial hardship.” 

Dominique Collins, ’15 tutoring alum

“A special memory of Chicago Lights in 2020 was a Zoom 
call with Executive Director Stacy Jackson to brainstorm 
how we can help with Chicago Lights’ greatest needs, 
which led to the idea of Danielle offering interior design 
services to participants in the Social Service Center’s 
Housing Opportunities Program.” 

glenn anD Danielle  riChter, supporters



TOp 10 MOMeNTs Of 2020 CONT.

7 “When I spoke with Chicago Lights staff a few months 
into the pandemic, I was thrilled to learn that the 
summer Dance Academy was reaching as many 
students remotely as it would in person and with a lot 
more one-on-one instruction than is usually possible. 
My top Chicago Lights 2020 moment was being moved 
by how hard the team was working to adapt to difficult 
circumstances and to find new opportunities in remote 
learning to engage kids more deeply.” 

JC aevaliotis, Program officer, Polk Bros. Foundation

6 “2020 not only marked the year Anaya (my Tutoring 
mentee) turned the corner and embraced her capacity 
to be a great student, but I was also honored to be 
invited to join the Chicago Lights talented, creative, and 
committed Board of Directors. Mentoring with Chicago 
Lights is easily the most rewarding volunteer role I’ve ever 
undertaken.” 

John marr, Chicago lights Board of Directors and tutoring 
volunteer

“My most favorite moment relative to Chicago Lights 
in 2020 was when I tabulated the generous donations 
that all of the fabulous Chicago restaurants provided 
for the Gala of Hope’s silent auction. As a result, many 
children and adults benefited from the generosity and 
kindness of the 40+ Chicago restaurants. The Chicago 
restaurant community has grown to love the story, 
vision, and mission of Chicago Lights—and they donate 
generously!” 

Charlene roDeriCk, gala of hope Committee
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TOp 10 MOMeNTs Of 2020 CONT.

“My most memorable moment was our first 
performance on Zoom. I couldn’t believe how many 
people attended to watch me dance. It felt like a real 
performance.” 

ezekiel, 5th grade Dance academy student
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“In 2020, so many of us were deprived of the things we took for granted. It gave me 
great satisfaction to see the ways that the Urban Farm provided connection for 
people in a time when we’re often feeling disconnected from real, physical things. 
While meetings can happen on Zoom, our food had to be physically grown and 
distributed by a committed team during one of the hottest years on record. We 
made a big push to get more of our produce to families with low-incomes living 
next to the Farm.” 

Ben JaFFe, Director of the Chicago lights urban Farm

“Plunging my hands elbow-deep into the soil in search of sweet potatoes is the 
treasure hunt I never knew I wanted. The Chicago Lights Urban Farm is a place that 
does so many things. To me it is a way to get away from the news, the internet, 
and my phone while also getting me outside where I can meet people in my 
community and give back through sustainable activities. On my last day this past 
summer, there was a bumper crop of sweet potatoes that needed to be harvested. 
All those other reasons are good but fade away when you and your new friends 
excitedly race each other in reaching your fingers through the soil, scanning with 
your fingertips for the next golden-pink prize to unearth. We pulled up maybe 200 
pounds of sweet potatoes that day—one was bigger than my head. It was one of 
the best days of my year.”

zak kinnairD, urban Farm volunteer
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“When the pandemic hit, there was a lot of uncertainty about how we would 
get enough clothing donations to continue meeting participant needs for an 
undisclosed amount of time. But we have had fully stocked shelves for almost 
a year thanks to our amazing donors. I am so completely blown away with the 
amount of people who have helped us sustain our services and ensure that 
guests’ needs have continued to be met, despite the pandemic. It is so humbling 
to know how many people are out there cheering for the success of our programs 
and our participants.” 

theresa thornBurg, Director of the social service Center



pROGRAM HIGHLIGHTs



TUTORING & 
sUMMeR 
DAY

Of sENiORs gRAdUATEd 
from high school. 

100%

sTUdENTs 
CONNECTEd 
viRTUALLy 

100

sTUdENTs iN 2nd–6th 
gRAdEs PARTiCiPATEd 

iN ThE REAdiNg 30
CLiNiC, a new 

and reduced summer
learning loss through four 
weeks of math, reading, financial 
literacy, and Spanish classes, plus 
meditation and fine arts.

56th yEAR
ThE 56Th yEAR Of ThE PROgRAm 
kicked off virtually for the first time ever, 
with students and their one-to-one 
mentors meeting online to work on 
homework, apply for colleges and jobs, 
and support socio-emotional growth. 

literacy initiative designed to introduce, 
augment, and strengthen early  
literacy skills. 



sOCIAL 
seRvICe 
CeNTeR

1,026 

gUEsTs RECEivEd CURbsidE 
sERviCEs to support their 
immediate needs, including food, 
clothing, and hygiene items.

646 CAsE mANAgEmENT 
APPOiNTmENTs were held over the 
phone to assist guests with goals 
related to housing, employment, 
health, and other personal goals.

Let’s talk 
about 
goals...

5 

AdULTs gRAdUATEd fROm 
ThE OPEN dOORs PROjECT, 
a long-term case management program.



URBAN 
fARM

50 

CUsTOmERs ordered 
and picked up 
plant starts curbside through 

our first online plant sale, with over triple 
the sales from previous years. 

For SALe

iNdividUALs ANd fAmiLiEs with limited access to fresh 
produce received food through a new Market Voucher 
Program, an enhanced partnership with Mercy Housing and 
Near North Health Service Corporation and to the Social 
Service Center Food Pantry.

158

786
21
4,475

bAgs of produce 
were distributed to 
customers over

wEEks of the community-
supported agriculture (CSA) 
program and over

POUNds of 
produce were 
grown.

25 

high sChOOL sTUdENTs in 
the spring and fall learned 
about urban agriculture 

and job skills training through a virtual 
workforce development program.



DANCe 
ACADeMY

sTUdENTs REgisTEREd for the four-week virtual Summer 
Dance Intensive to stay active, build confidence, and explore 
new cultures as they learned ballet, jazz, musical theater, 
tap, and hip hop genres. 

60 

40

sTUdENTs ENROLLEd in virtual Saturday 
classes, furthering technique in the styles of 
ballet, jazz, tap, and Latin fusion.

SUMMER!



feATURes



JOe TYLeR AND
BANK Of AMeRICA

jOE TyLER is A sENiOR viCE PREsidENT AT bANk Of 
AmERiCA—and he enjoys that work—but you might say 
his true passion is philanthropy. He serves on a variety of 
boards for nonprofit organizations in Chicago, and for  
the last two years, that has included the board of  
Chicago Lights.

He says a good friend who was a former Chicago Lights 
board member introduced him, “and Chicago Lights fit in 
well with my charity focus.” The organizations he supports 
“all focus on the minority community and also have an 
education component,” he explains.

Joe is particularly proud of the work Chicago Lights has 
done during the pandemic. “For the last year, during the 
time of COVID, this board and this organization were really 
successful in continuing their programs in a significant way. 
You have to take your hat off to the staff, to the volunteers, 
and to Fourth Church that they were able to continue to 

provide these services, which are absolutely critical to 
Chicago.” He also notes that in a tough year for fundraising, 
Chicago Lights has continued to “have dedicated funders we 
can rely on.”

He’s also proud that as part of Bank of America’s four-year, 
$1 billion commitment to economic opportunity initiatives 
announced this past summer, Chicago Lights received a 
grant to help launch a housing subsidies program to assist 
participants at the Social Service Center. Bank of America’s 
goal is to help local communities address economic and 
racial inequality accelerated by a global pandemic and  
Joe notes that the programs of Chicago Lights fit into  
these efforts.

“These programs are providing opportunities for minority 
students [and others], leading to success for students, 
success for families, and ultimately for the city of Chicago.”

(left photo) Joe Tyler, pictured far right at the Chicago Lights 
Urban Farm in the summer of 2019; (middle photo) Joe Tyler, 
pictured far left at a Toast to Tutoring in the fall of 2019



Around 1963, GLoriA SAntoGroSSi And WALter 
SterLinG met each other as young members of 
Northminster, a group for single adults aged 24 to 35 at 
Fourth Presbyterian Church. One of the outreach activities 
for that group was tutoring local students at the Erie 
Settlement House (known today as the Erie Neighborhood 
House, a community organization that has operated more 
than 150 years). Walter and Gloria were both involved 
as tutors, and that program helped inspire Partners in 
Education at Fourth Church, which began in 1964. Today 
this program is Chicago Lights Tutoring, and in its 56th 
year, it partners with more than 400 students each  
school year.

In addition, Gloria and Walter’s friendship inspired them 
to form a partnership, and the two were married at Fourth 
Church in 1966. In 2020, Gloria is 83 years old, and Walter is 
90, and their daughter, Laura Middaugh, says they are “both 
very impressed and happy to hear how the program evolved 
over the years and reaches so many school children.”

2020 also marked the first time Laura was able to 
participate in the program. “I live outside of the city, so 
geographically it would be difficult for me to tutor in 
person, but since it is virtual this year, I signed myself up,” 
she explains. Laura lives in Crystal Lake and has taught at 
McHenry County College for the last 20 years, as well as 
eight years in the K-12 system before that, so she brings 30 
years of educational experience to the task.

She has been paired with Colbi, a seventh grader who often 
has algebra homework, Laura reports. “But I’ll help her with 

whatever she needs.” She says their relationship has been 
off to a great start.

Colbi agrees. “It’s been good working with Laura,” she says. 
“Since starting with her, I passed more tests because I 
understand math more.”

Laura also says “helping to strive for equity in education 
has always been valued in my family” and that recent civil 
unrest “has been an urgent reminder of the importance of 
that value,” so she was motivated to research and contact 
Chicago Lights over the summer. “I believe if every person 
who strives to be part of positive change towards a more 
equitable society would just do one thing—even if it is 
something they might consider small—the overall change 
would be huge.”

It was her parents’ involvement in tutoring through Fourth 
Church so many years ago that introduced Laura to the 
Tutoring program, so she’s proud to continue the work they 
began and “help others in a way that’s important” to her.

With the pandemic continuing and most students learning 
remotely right now, she says Tutoring is crucial because 
“students need both academic support and mentoring more 
than ever.” And while it would be nice to gather in person, 
“students benefit greatly from knowing they have adults 
that care about them and support them,” Laura says. “And 
we can do that both in person and virtually.”

Note: After some time in hospice care, Walter Sterling passed away 

peacefully on November 21, 2020, at age 90.

ALL IN THe fAMILY: 
LAURA MIDDAUGH CARRIes 

ON pAReNTs’ LeGACY



eRMA MeDGYesY AND 
THe sHIeLDs fOUNDATION

The George L. Shields Foundation has been a stalwart 
supporter of Chicago Lights—particularly the Social Service 
Center and the Tutoring program. Though the foundation 
is based in Bethesda, Maryland, its founder, George Shields, 
was originally from Chicago, and the foundation has 
board members spread across the country to ensure that 
organizations from all areas are supported.

Mr. Shields wanted to “help charitable organizations 
achieve their goals to benefit society,” explains Erma 
Medgyesy, a director for the Shields Foundation who lives 
in Chicago. She adds that the foundation gives special 
consideration to projects that assist people in finding 
housing, among other things.

Erma is especially diligent in her work, in that she makes a 
point to visit the organizations she’s supported for funding 
each year. She says she began this practice when she first 
joined the board in 2003, taking over her husband’s seat 
when he became too ill to travel and manage those duties. 
Because all the other board members were blood relatives of 
Mr. Shields (her husband was his cousin), she said she “tried 
extra hard to be a good member.” But Erma has also found 
that she enjoys the field research.

“I like to see firsthand the program and what they’re doing, 
and then I feel more enthusiastic about giving,” she says. 
“Visiting gives you a feel for what’s going on. Plus, on the 
other side, I think it’s nice for those working there to know 
that I’m very interested in what they’re doing.”

Erma is particularly drawn to the work of the Chicago 
Lights Social Service Center because she lives in an area of 
Chicago where she sees people experiencing homelessness 
every day. She has gone out with the Social Service Center’s 
Good Neighbors Street Outreach program as they visit with 
those experiencing homelessness and other challenges—
sharing resources, building relationships, and inviting them 
to visit the Social Service Center for additional assistance.

Her husband has now passed away, and Erma remains 
committed to her work with the Shields Foundation, 
including visiting organizations. “Giving to Chicago Lights 
hopefully provides funds for the children of Chicago who 
need help being successful in school and also helps those in 
need of financial and therapeutic aid to avoid homelessness. 
I’m retired, so I have the time,” she adds. “And I’m glad to be 
able to go in and see what’s happening.”



Anonymous
III Forks
21c Museum Hotel Nashville
33rd Ward Working Families
600 N. Lake Shore Drive  
Condo Association

900 N. Michigan
AbbVie
Acorn Theatre
Adler Planetarium
After School Matters
Alapash New Home
Alderman Walter Burnett Jr.
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
A.M. Feldman Jewelers
Amazon Smile
American Family Insurance 
Dreams Foundation

American Girl Doll
Ann Sather
Anna Jackson’s Mane Land
Ariel Academy
Arrupe College of  
Loyola University

Art + Science
Arts + Artisans
AT&T Employee  
Giving Campaign

Bandera
Bates College
Beam Suntory
Belmont-Cragin  
Elementary School

Bit of Swiss Breads
Bit of Swiss Pastry Shoppe
Douglas Black
BMO Financial Group
Bombas
Ruby Bradford
Bread Bar

pARTNeRs

Sally Callander
Capital One
Cara Chicago
Catholic Charities
Center for Life and Learning
Charles Ifergnan
Cheesecake Factory
Chicago Architecture Center
Chicago Children’s Museum
Chicago Coalition for  
the Homeless

Chicago Cosmetic Surgery  
and Dermatology

Chicago Cubs
Chicago Furniture Bank
Chicago Help Initiative
Chicago Hope Academy
Chicago Housing Authority
Chicago International  
Film Festival

Chicago Literacy Alliance
Chicago Period Project
Chicago Public Schools
Chicago Sinai Congregation
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Chicago Tribune Charities
Chicago White Sox
The Chopping Block
Christ the King
Christy Webber Farm and 
Garden Center

Chronicle Books
CitiBank
City Colleges of Chicago: 
Harold Washington College

Civic Symphony Orchestra
Classic Kids
CodeREV Kids
Communities in the Schools
Conagra
Cooper’s Hawk
CosMedic
Court Theatre
Frances Cox
CrossTown Fitness
Vicky Curtiss
Cuticle a Nail Salon
Dablon Vineyards
Deacons -  
Phil and Linda Gibboney

DeLaSalle Institute
Denmark College
DePaul University
DePaul University MSW Program
DineAmic

Ditka’s
Rebecca Dixon
Jeff Doane
Doug’s Dahlias
Dovetail Brewery
Drake Garden Food Pantry
The Drake Hotel
Dress for Success
The Driskill Foundation
Eastern Illinois University
Eataly
Robert Edger
Educational Endeavors
Ellis Family Farms
Ema
Equinox Fitness Club
Everest
Exchequer Restaurant & Pub
Factor Women
Arlene Faulk
Feeding America
James E. Fellowes
Few Spirits
Fig and Olive
FinLit Inc.
Finn’s Ranch
First Defense Legal Aid
First United Methodist Church  
at Chicago Temple

Lucy Forster-Smith
Forté Coffee
Franciscan  
Outreach Association

Frecklefarm
Friendship Center
Froehlich’s Bakery
Fuga Salon & Spa
The Gage
GEMS World Academy
Ellen and Paul Gignilliat
Goldie’s Place
Goldsmith Jewelry
Goodman Theatre
Google Matching Gift Program
Granor Farm
Greater Chicago  
Food Depository

GREC Architects
Green Craft Works
Greer Foundation
The Grill on the Alley
Gerald Griffin
GT Fish & Oyster
Hair Cuttery
Hanes

Harborside International
Hardt Electric
Haymarket Pub & Brewery
HDI Global Insurance Company
Healthify
Holy Trinity High School
H.O.M.E.
House of Glunz
Hubbard Street Dance
Hyatt
Hyatt Chicago Magnificent Mile
Il Porcellino
Impact 100
Indiana University - Bloomington
Inspiration Corporation
Carolyn Jacob, MD
Jane Addams  
Resource Corporation

J.Crew
Jeni’s Splended Ice Cream
Joffrey Ballet
John Marshall Law School
Terry Jones
Josh Volkers Personal Training
Journeyman Distillery
Jump Trading
KAS Electric
Robert Kemper
Sue Kostiwa
KOVAL Distillery
La Colombe
Ladder UP
Lakeview Pantry
Lawson House YMCA
Le Colonial
Legal Aid Chicago
Lela Rose Collection
Lewis University
Liberty Mutual Foundation
Lori Lightfoot
Lincoln Park  
Community Services

Lookingglass Theatre Company
Lost Dunes Golf Club
Lou Malnati’s
Loyola University -  
MSW Program

Lynfred Winery
M Burger



pARTNeRs

Macy’s State Street
Maggiano’s
Mak Spa
Make it Better
Mangel Florist
Manierre Elementary School
Marcel Digital
Mariano’s
Marillac St. Vincent  
Family Services

Marina Grand Resort
McCormick  
Theological Seminary

McKendree University
Merchant & Rhoades
Mercy Housing
Metropolitan Capital Bank
Mezcalina
MG Dentistry &  
Rejuvenation Center

Microsoft Matching  
Gifts Program

Mon Ami Gabi
Morlen Sinoway
Joe Morrow
Mount Carmel High School
Museum of Science and Industry
Music Box Theatre
NAMI Chicago
National Museum of Mexican Art
Naveen’s Cuisine
Navy Pier
Near North Health  
Service Corporation

Near North Unity Program
Mark Nelson
NetWork Volunteers
Nichols Farm and Orchard
Nike
North Side Housing and 
Supportive Services

Northside AntiHunger Network
Northwest Side Housing Center
Northwestern University Pritzker 
School of Law

Ocean Prime
Office of Catholic Schools, 
Archdiocese of Chicago

Office Products International
Ogden International School  
of Chicago

O’Hare Rotary Club
One Warm Coat
Open Books

OPUS Restaurant & Cafe
Orange Restaurant
Orvis Chicago
Osteria Del Pastatio
Osteria via Stato
Parto Naderi
The Peasant’s Pantry
Peepers by Peeperspecs
Peggy Notebaert  
Nature Museum

The Period Collective
Pleasant Pantry
Plum Market
Presence Saints Mary and 
Elizabeth Medical Center

Prosecco Ristorante
Ravinia
Rehabilitation Institute  
of Chicago

Rosebud Restaurants
RPM Seafood
RPM Steak
Ruben Salazar Bilingual Center
A Safe Haven
Salesforce
Salvation Army
Salvation Army Mobile Outreach
Sarah’s Circle
Nanette Sawyer
Sue Schemper
Tom Schemper
The Second City
Sepia
Shaw’s Crab House
Shedd Aquarium
Sidney Garber
Skybird Yoga
Soap Junkii
Soul Cycle
Southern Illinois University – 
Carbondale

Spiaggia
SpotHero
Sprinkle Cheer
St. Edward’s University
St. Matthew United  
Methodist Church

St. Rita of Cascia  
High School - Chicago

Stateside Kitchen
Steppenwolf Theatre
Jon Stich
STOP-IT - Salvation Army
Strong with Sarah

Summer House Santa Monica
Rocky Supinger
sushiDOKKU
Tabor Hill Winery
Tallboy Taco
Temperance Beer Co.
Tiesta Tea Company
Beth Truett
Tuskegee University
Ulta Beauty
University of Arkansas at  
Pine Bluff

University of Illinois - Chicago; 
Jane Addams College of 
Social Work

University of Missouri – 
Columbia

Valparaiso University
Jana Vander Lee
Vanguard Charitable
Vickers Theatre
Volare Ristorante
Walgreens
Walther Christian Academy
Wells Fargo
Western Illinois University
Wheaton College
Whistle Stop Grocery
William Schopf Dablon  
Winery & Vineyard

Claudia Winkler
wndr museum
Women’s Biz Coop (WBC)
The Women’s Treatment Center
Woodstock Fine Arts Association
Workday, Inc
WXRT
Xavier University
YourCause LLC



REvENUE
                               
individual Contributions   $1,339,663 49%
Foundations/Corporations     $568,597    21%
Program receipts       $762,610   28% 
Draw from invested Funds      $43,288     2%

Total:                       $2,714,413 

disbURsEmENTs

tutoring      $589,103            24% 
management and general    $361,509   14%
social service Center     $370,908   15% 
urban Farm        $283,597    11% 
Fundraising       $524,198  21% 
Dance academy      $239,598  10% 
summer Day        $130,169   5%

Total:                                   $2,449,083         
Net surplus / (deficit)                 $215,330

source: the Chicago lights 2020 unaudited financial statement. 
an audited statement is available after June 30, 2021.

ReveNUe



Thank you!

Chicago Lights is grateful for each and every supporter who made a 
donation in 2020.

with your generosity, our programs continue to partner with Chicago’s 
youth and adults to build brighter futures.

sUppORTeRs

Anonymous (53)
Martin Aavik
Nancy Abshire
Chatelaine Achterberg
Patrice Achterberg
Maggie Ackell
Alan and Carol Adams
James Adams
Bill and Liz Adams
Dawna Adams-Davis
W. Gordon and Paula Addington
Patricia and Howard Adelman
Jim and Geri Ahlberg
Karl Ahlm
Nicole and Matthew Albertson
Christine Albright
Ottoniel Girr-Borrayo and
Almay Alday

CJ and Saramma Alexander
Sue Alexander
Carol Allen
Ron and Julie Allen
Don and Carol Allerton
Nancy Almquist
Lynn Altschuler
Blake and Barbara Anderson
David and Joy Anderson
Jean Anderson
Jillian Anderson
Kathy Anderson
Margaret Anderson
Ross Anderson
Scott and Sue Ann Anderson
Susan Anderson and
Donald Metzger

Kristin Anderson-Schewe and
Bob Schewe

Andrew Family Foundation
Amy and Cushman Andrews
Jim Maggio and
Nicholette Andrews-Maggio

Mamie Andry
Florence Angliongto
Lara Antognoli
Jay Owens and
Penny Applegate

Larry Arbeiter and
Karen Johnston

Jennifer Arbolino
Adam Arents
Ryann and Alec Ariano
Ken and Nancy Arlen
Allie Williams and
Kevin Armstrong

Linda Armstrong
Dana and Stephanie Arnett 
Carolyn Arnolds
Frederic Artwick
Andrea Atlass
Rhonda Austin
Carol and Mark Aymar
Ann Babington
Janelle Babington
Margot M. Babington 
Pamela Babington
Stephen and Holly Babington 
Maxey Bacchus
Jennifer C. Backoff
Casey Eslick and Jim Bacus 
Jamie Bailey
Nancy Baird
Peter and Jody Bajor 
Pamela Baker
Bob and Juanita Baker 
Sarah Baker
Don and Brenda Ball
Julie Ballard
Daniel Balsam
Geraldine Balut Coleman 
Mike and Jean Ban
Tony and Sarah Banasiak 
Samual Barash
Christine Barclay
Matt and Jenna Bardwell 
Richard E. Barnas
Shirley Baron
Erika and Alan Bartelstein 
Harlean Barth
Mary Bartholomaus
Bob and Kathi Bates
Tim and Rachel Bates
Alan and Charlotte Bath 
Kerry and Anna Bathrick 
Jim and Deborah Baughman 
Walt and Linda Bay 
Barbara Bayldon
Luke Beasley
Christopher Bechler
Rick and Sandy Becker 
Roger and Jeanette Becker 
Sally N. Becker
Gary and Ruthi Beckman 
Mark Beckmann and  
Kara Portwood

Bill and Carol Bedford 
Laura Bedford
Elizabeth Beiser

Carole Bekken
June Bekken
Timothy Bell
Blair and Scott Belsky
Michael Belsley and Nina Owen
Virgina B. Bensinger
Gail Bent
Taposhi Bentley
Julieta Benzon
Jan Berendsen and  
Fred Teichen

Linda Bergdahl
Julie Beringer
Stephen Bernacki
Cynthia Besecker
Katy and Mike Bever
Merrily Beyreuther
Rohit and Nidhi Bhal
Amanda Bier
Gayle Birdsong
John and JoAnn Birdzell
Nan Birmingham
Patricia Biron
Jeanne Bishop
Christopher Bjorkland
Ed and La Donna Black
Dennis Blader
Jonathan Blader
Dianne Blanco
Marisa Bland
Randall Blankenhorn
John and Alison Blaser
Ann Blickensderfer
Judith Block
Pam Block
Steve and Cindy Block
Jay and Yolanda Blomquist
Gerry Bloomer and Linda Crane
Agnes Boateng
John and Claudia Boatright
Betsy Bodker
Rick Bogaard
Katie Bogacki
Susan Boggie
Cathy Bolton
Craig Bomgaars
Paul and Pam Boneham
Cassandra Book
Jonathan and  
Caryn Borg-Breen

John and Suzanne Borland
Samantha Borow
Wendy J. Bos

Lucio Bosco
Richard and Nicole Bossert
Deborah Bowen
Michele Bowen
Dianne Bowman
Kathye Boyle
Benjamin Bozsik
Michael Brackney
Dionne Braddix
Jeff Barker and  
Elizabeth Brandon Barker

Larry and Judi Braskamp
Mark and Jill Braun
Elizabeth Bray
Eric and Linda Brehm
Christine Brennan
Beverly Brent
Molly Bresson
Laura Louise Breyer
Andrew and Donna Brickman
Josh Brickman
Jon Brien
John H. Brill
David and Betsy Brint
Vern Broders and  
Francee Harrington

Jennifer Brodersen
Andrew Bronny
Amelia Brooks
Corinne Brophy
Wesley Broquard
Carolyn and  
Alexander Brougham

Emily Brown
Ingrid Brown
Jeffrey Brown
Martha Brown
Monica Brown
Sue Brown
Tracy L. Brown
Meredith Brumfield
Kay Brungs
Carole Brunner
Martha Brunner
Russ Bruzek
Dr. John Buchanan and 
Sue Buchanan
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Eric Wicks and Linda Baker
Eric and Sandy Wiedegreen
Paul and Anne Wierbicki
Daniel Wilborn
Elijah and Diana Wilde
Tiffany Wilder
H. Randolph and Nancy Williams

John Williams
Paula Williams
Mamie Williamson
Cindy Wilson
David Wilson
Gary and Modena Wilson
Sandy Wilson and Pamela Toler
Kim Wilson
Roger Wilson
Linda T. Wiltjer
Nora Wiltse
Brandon and Rachel Winikates
Claudia Winkler
Stephanie Winter
Amy Wishnick
Jeffrey Wissink
Colleen Wohlrab
Brian and Devon Wojciechowski
Charles and Kathryn Wolf
Virginia Wolff
Mike and Susan Wolz
Eva Wong
Johnny Wong
Tana Wong
Taylor Wong
Lucy Wood Baird
Sherry and Lee Woodry
Laura A Woods
Marian Woods
Michelle Woods
Ed Wosylus
Nick Wozniak
Dave Wright
Jennifer Wu
Susan Wulczyn
Mark Wyckoff
Stephen and Mary Kay Wysham
Toni Yang
Chad Yerrick
Dr. Sandra Yoo and  
Mr. Charles Yoo

Jacqueline York
Chris Young
Jay Young
Jonathan Young
Allison Youngblood
Sarah Younger
Deborah J. Zak
Karen Zak
John Zakutansky
Abby Zanarini Funk and  
Don Funk

Duke and Kristin Zandstra

Jeff and Betsy Zeiger
Mary Zeltmann
Alison Zepp
Elizabeth Zeratsky
Shelley Ziacik
Danielle Zielinski
Jacqueline Zimmerman
Rabbi Todd Zinn
Rae Zoltowski
Ted and Amy Zook
Karen Zupko

We regret any omission that 
may have occurred. If we 
inadvertently omitted or 
misspelled your name, 
please contact Laura Woods 
at 312.981.3564 
(lwoods@chicagolights.org).



2020 CORpORATe, fOUNDATION, 
AND ORGANIzATION DONORs

2020 CORPORATE PARTNER
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

2020 fOUNdATiON ANd 
iNsTiTUTiONAL dONORs

$100,000+
Greer Foundation

$50,000+
Caerus Foundation, Inc.
Dancing Skies Foundation

$25,000+
KLA Samaritan Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Truist Foundation
Wakerley Family Foundation

$15,000+
Oberweiler Foundation
The George L. Shields 
Foundation

Thing 1-2-3 Foundation

$10,000+
Bank of America Foundation
All Chicago COVID-19 Agency 
Emergency Fund

Full Circle Foundation

$5,000+
After School Matters 
Dr. Scholl Foundation
George M. Eisenberg 
Foundation for Charities

Lawyers Lend-A-Hand to Youth

$2,500+
Anonymous
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation

Greater Chicago Food 
Depository

$1,000+
Finnegan Family Foundation 
Munich RE

$500+ 
Wells Fargo

Thank you to the corporate sponsors who 
supported Chicago Lights events in 2020.

gALA Of hOPE CORPORATE 
sPONsORs

Partner $50,000
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Official Airline Sponsor
Delta Air Lines

Hope $25,000
BMO Harris Bank
DiMeo Schneider and 
Associates, L.L.C.

diamond $5,000
Computing Technology 
Solutions

Raymond James Financial
Revel Décor

emerald $2,000
Feldman Associates
Latherow & Duignan
Quatrro FPO Solutions

ruby $1,000
Gould & Ratner LLP
Leland Grove Law, LLC
Seminars International, Inc.

in-Kind
Arlen Music Productions
Grady Campbell Incorporated
VIN Chicago

AssOCiATEs bOARd 
CORPORATE dONORs
Devbridge Group
Maplewood Brewery
Maven Wave

CORPORATE dONORs
Anonymous (3)
Alliance Member Services
Amerprise
Anthem
Aon
Bank of America
Barings Real Estate Advisors LLC
Beam Suntory Growing for Good 
- Chicago

Berkadia Commercial  
Mortgage LLC

BlackRock Inc
BMO Harris Bank
Boeing Company
BP Foundation, Inc
Canada Goose
Deloitte Services LP
Devbridge Group
Experian
Getty Images, Inc.
Gould & Ratner LLP
Guidewire
Happy Camper
Heritage Professional  
Associates LTD

Illinois Tool Works
J.Crew
JLL
JPMorgan Chase
KPMG LLP
Mekky Media Relations, Inc.
Mesa Lang Productions

Microsoft
Morningstar, Inc
National Association of Boards 
of Pharmacy

National Association of Realtors
Omnicom Media Group
Pampered Chef
PPM America Inc
Prudential Financial Inc
Purohit Navigation, Inc.
Quatrro Global Services
Rebellion
Relativity ODA LLC
Salesforce
Stifel
Synchrony
Thomson Reuters
Turner Construction Company 
Foundation

Tyson Foods
United Maintenance  
Company, Inc.

Young Winston Clothing



bOARd Of diRECTORs
Chad A. Tischer, President
Elinor Hite, Vice President
Andrea Person, Vice President
Amy M. Gulinson, Secretary
Nicholas VanDerSchie, Treasurer
Cindy Hull, Assistant Treasurer
Kathryn Bates
Norma Borcherding
Joseph Feldman
Amanda Felt
Lafayette Kyle Ford
Cynthia Joho
Naresh Koka
John Marr
Andrew McGaan 
Bill Patterson
Beth Truett
Georgia Tsagalis
Joseph E. Tyler III
Ken Walker
Stacy Jackson, Executive Director

AssOCiATEs bOARd
Taylor Wong, President
Jack Powell, President Elect
Christine Stephens, Secretary
Emma Richardson, VP of Membership - Recruit
Martina Smith, VP of Membership - Retain
Alyson Doering/Pamela Babington, VP of Events
Chet Achterberg
Mandy Campos
Morgan D’Arcy
Laura Hoffman
Jeff Jones
Ryan Lenhart
Ashlyn Lowe
Monica Winston

CHICAGO 
LIGHTs  
LeADeRsHIp



givE
•	 Donate	to	a	program	or	to	the	general	fund.
•	 Honor	a	friend	or	family	member	with	a	gift.
•	 Secure	a	matching	gift,	sponsorship,	or	in-kind	gift	

from your company.
•	 Plan	a	gift	for	the	future.

vOLUNTEER
•	 Serve	as	a	tutor/mentor	through	the	Tutoring	

program.
•	 Help	harvest	produce	at	the	Urban	Farm.
•	 Curate	costumes	for	the	Dance	Academy.
•	 Lead	a	Summer	Day	academic	or	enrichment	class.
•	 Aid	guests	in	the	Social	Service	Center’s	clothing	

shop or food pantry.
•	 Join	the	Chicago	Lights	Associates	Board,	a	group	 

of philanthropic young professionals.

 

GeT INvOLveD
ATTENd
•	 The	Gala	of	Hope,	our	signature	annual	event
•	 Chicago	Lights	Associates	Board	social	events	and	

fundraisers throughout the year

For more information, please contact Associate 
Director of Development Laura Woods at 312.981.3564 
or lwoods@chicagolights.org.

CONNECT
Sign up for our newsletter:  
Email us at chicagolights@fourthchurch.org

chicagolights.org


