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Students thrived via year-round academic engagement
• Tutoring saw its highest retention rate in seven years: 85 percent of its 400 participating 

students returned and 66 percent of tutors returned. The program’s Career Development 
Project introduced college workshops and volunteer admissions advisors for high schoolers.

• Summer Day celebrated its thirtieth year of providing outreach to youngsters from low-income 
homes; the program prevented reading and writing learning loss in 100 percent of its 100 
participating students.

We developed our arts programming for children and youth 
• CLASS began offering dance and drama classes to students at a third elementary school—

Salazar Bilingual Center—expanding its reach to 530 students.

• Free Write Jail Arts and Literacy published its fifth anthology of writing and art created by 
more than 134 incarcerated students.

Our social services met and moved beyond basic needs
•The Social Service Center moved to a newly renovated space and opened a Consumer Choice 

Food Pantry to better serve guests; a record 937 food bag appointments and 720 Share Shop 
clothing appointments were held; and five adults graduated from the Center’s first-ever 
Community Collaboration Project, which provided intensive case management.

• The Center for Whole Health promoted health and wellness in body, mind, and spirit through 
education, screenings, health assessments, and referrals.

Cabrini-Green neighbors received year-round nourishment
• We added electricity and a trailer to the Urban Farm, which increased small group classes and 

activities; yearlong programming for children was achieved through new cooking and arts 
clubs.

• Impact 100 Chicago awarded our program a $100,000 grant for a hard-shell greenhouse that, 
once built, will enable year-round food production and programming.

Revenues

Disbursements

Mission Statement | Chicago Lights provides hope and 
opportunity to Chicago’s children, youth, and adults 
who face the challenges  of poverty. Through supportive 
relationships and diverse programs, we empower people 
to thrive academically, secure economic stability, lead 
healthy lives, and build community.

In 2011 Chicago Lights administered seven programs: The Elam Davies Social Service Center, the Center for Whole 
Health, Chicago Lights Academic Success in Schools (CLASS), Free Write Jail Arts and Literacy at the Nancy B. Jefferson 
Alternative School, the Urban Farm, Summer Day, and Tutoring. Programs and services are offered at Fourth Presbyterian 
Church, in the nearby Cabrini-Green neighborhood, in several underperforming Chicago public schools, and at the Cook 
County Temporary Juvenile Detention Center. 

126 E. Chestnut
Chicago, IL 60611
T: 312.787.4570
F: 312.787.4584
www.chicagolights.org
facebook.com/chicagolights
twitter.com/Chicago_Lights

Help Chicago Lights continue to grow! 
• Tell another person about Chicago Lights this year.
• Send us a note about how involvement with Chicago Lights has touched your life.
• Consider a first-time financial gift or an increase in your giving this year.

2011 Highlights

ANNUAL REPORT 2011Dear Friends,

In 2011, we zealously pursued our mission to empower Chicagoans facing the 
challenges of poverty by delivering and developing significant programs and services 
for children, youth, and adults.
 Through our various educational programs, we reached more than 1,000 
students; thanks to a renovated infrastructure, we saw record numbers of individuals 
for food and clothing appointments at our Social Service Center; and through 
an incredible grant from Impact 100 Chicago, we laid the groundwork to expand 
programs for children and youth at the Urban Farm.
 In total, Chicago Lights served more than 5,000 children, youth, and adults 
with the support of 13 full-time and 14 part-time staffers, 135 partner organizations, 
and more than 2,000 committed volunteers. We also launched an auxiliary 
fundraising board filled with young leaders who have made an impact as ambassadors 
for Chicago Lights.
 Standing behind our outreach efforts in 2011 was a spirited community of 
1,100 donors. We were thrilled that so many came together to raise an incredible 
$350,000 at our annual gala in February and that several of you donned your walking 
shoes or pledged your support to help raise $27,040 in food credits for our Social 
Service Center as part of the Greater Chicago Food Depository’s Hunger Walk in June. 
Walking in that event, dancing at our gala, golfing in our golf classic, telling friends 
and family about our outreach, and giving so generously—it is your passion for our 
mission that makes Chicago Lights continue to shine.
 Numbers alone cannot tell the stories of the people who are transformed 
through our outreach. We encourage you to connect with us online to see how 
you’ve made a difference: read stories by subscribing to our monthly email newsletter 
(send email addresses to chicagolights@fourthchurch.org) and see photos of our 
outreach by “liking” Chicago Lights on Facebook.
 Thank you for all you do to help us change the lives of so many people in need.

With gratitude,

Stacy Jackson
Chicago Lights Executive Director
as of April 2012        

Total revenue:  $1,859,715
Total disbursements:  $1,874,370
Surplus (deficit):  ($14,655)

Source: The Chicago Lights 2011 unaudited 
statement. An audited statement will be 

available after June 30, 2012.
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I have enclosed a check payable to Chicago Lights
Please contact me about planned giving or donor-advised fund opportunities
My employer will match my gift. Company name: ______________________
I wish to donate via credit card:

American Express       Discover       MasterCard       Visa       

______________________________________________________________________
Account Number                                                              Expiration Date
______________________________________________________________________
Signature

YES, I will give to Chicago Lights to support one-to-one tutoring, arts education, social services, 
and urban farming for children, youth, and adults facing the challenges of poverty.

Other:_______
$1,000
$500
$250
$100
$50
$25

After filling out this form, please return it with your gift to
Chicago Lights

Attn: Katy Frey126 E. Chestnut StreetChicago, IL 60611.2014

You may also donate online at www.chicagolights.org or by calling 312.981.3380. Every gift makes a difference. Thank you!
Chicago Lights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

Edward Coke
Chicago Lights Board of Directors President



 $300,000+ Fourth Presbyterian Church

 $140,000+ Charles E. Marks Jr. Charitable Trust

 $100,000 Impact 100 Chicago

 $50,000 Allianz Foundation for North America

 $25,000 Colonel Stanley R. McNeil Foundation

 $20,000+ Hurvis Charitable Foundation
  Wakerly Family Foundation

 $15,000+ Anonymous Challenge Grant
  Chicago Community Trust
  Dancing Skies Foundation
  Polk Bros. Foundation
  Lloyd A. Fry Foundation  

 $10,000 Chicago Sun-Times Sunshine Project
  Chicago Tribune Charities
  George L. Shields Foundation
  Northern Trust Charitable Trust

 $5,000+ Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation
  Full Circle Foundation
  Lawyers Lend a Hand to Youth
  Reynolds Family Foundation
  Wells Fargo

 $2,500+ Dollar General Literacy Foundation
  Edelman Community Fund
  Greater Chicago Food Depository
  Kinder Morgan Foundation
  Magnificent Mile Charitable Foundation

 $1,000 Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
  Build-a-Bear Foundation
  Richard and Ann Carr 
  Chicago Housing Authority
  Finnegan Family Foundation
  Jackson National Community Fund
  Oppenheimer Fund
  RUSH You Care Award
  Wert Family Foundation

CARNAVAL 2011 — CORPORATE SPONSORS

 Gold Sponsors Jenner & Block LLP
 ($5,000) Oracle ATG

 Silver Sponsors Gensler
 ($2,500) Katten Muchin Rosenmann LLP
  Latherow Law Office
  Novack and Macey LLP
  Quatrro FPO Solutions
  U.S. Equities Realty

 Bronze Sponsor The Clare at Water Tower
 ($1,000)

LINKS FOR LIGHTS 2011 — CORPORATE SPONSORS

 $2,500 Sponsor Turner Construction Company

 $1,000 Sponsor PDM Cleaners 

  $500 Sponsors Architectural Artifacts 
  Arthur J. Gallagher & Company

Foundations
Corporations
Organizations

AD Medical
Adler School of Professional Psychology
AIDS Foundation of Chicago
Albert Schweitzer Fellows, Chicago
American Academy of Implant Dentistry
American Board of Oral Implantology
A New Leaf, Inc.
Between Friends
Bostrom Consulting
Boys Hope, Girls Hope
Breaking Bread, 
   a ministry of LaSalle Street Church
Breakthrough Urban Ministries                
Brother Rice High School
Cabrini Connections
Cabrini-Green Tutoring Program
Cabrini-Green Legal Aid Clinic                       
Catholic Charities
Central City Housing Ventures
Chicago Academy for the Arts
Chicago Alliance to End Homelessness    
Chicago Cares
Chicago Coalition for the Homeless
Chicago Hope Academy
Chicago Public Schools
Chicago Semester
Chicago Sinai Congregation
Chicago Teachers Pension Fund
Christ the King
Community Family Clinic, Optical Division
Congressman Danny Davis’ Office
Council for Jewish Elderly
Covenant Café
Deborah’s Place
De La Salle Institute
DePaul Family and Community Health Center
DRI
Educational Endeavors
Educational Institute for Civil Rights and Services
EOI Service Company
Equinox Fitness Club
ETA Theatre
Eve Restaurant
Feeding America
Franciscan Outreach Association
Francis W. Parker School
Get Healthy Chicago
Gordon Tech High School
Greater Chicago Food Depository
Growing Power
Healthcare Consortium of Illinois
HealthConnect One
Heartland Health Outreach           
Highsight
Holy Trinity High School
Homeless Veterans Reintegration Program
Home Buyers Rehab
ING DIRECT Cafe
Inner Voice
Inspiration Corporation / 
    The Employment Project
Interfaith Council for the Homeless
Jane Addams Senior Caucus
JCARES
Jenner Academy of the Arts
Jesse Brown VA Medical Center
Jesuit Volunteer Corps Midwest
Josephinum Academy
Kendall College
Lacoste
Lawson House YMCA
Levy Restaurants
Lincoln Park Community Shelter
Loras College

Lorene Replogle Counseling Center    
Loyola Academy
Loyola University − School Psychology Program
Loyola University School of Social Work
Magic Tree Bookstore
Manierre School
Marcel Media
Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities 
Mayor’s Office on Domestic Violence, 
    City of Chicago
Midtown Educational Foundation
Mobile Dentists
Nancy B. Jefferson Alternative School
National Alliance on Mental Illness, Illinois
National Commission on Correctional Healthcare
A New Leaf, Inc.
Northeastern Illinois University 
    School of Social Work
North Shore Congregation Israel
North Side Housing and Supportive Services 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital
Northwestern University Alliance for 

International Development
Northwestern University Law School
Notre Dame High School for Girls
Office of Secretary of State Jesse White
Office of High School Programs,
 Chicago Public Schools
OWP/P
Park Community Church
Pathways to Promise: Ministry and Mental Illness
Public Interest Law Society of Loyola Law School
Queen of Peace High School
Ravinia Festival
Renaissance Knights Chess Foundation
Respiratory Health Association of Metropolitan 

Chicago
Rock for Kids 
Roosevelt University
Rush University College of Nursing
Rush University Medical Center, 
    Women’s Heart Center
Salvation Army
Sanctuary Place
Sarah’s Circle
School of Social Service Administration 
    at the University of Chicago
SIFU Design Studio
St. Gregory the Great
St. Ignatius College Prep
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
St. Malachy
St. Matthew United Methodist Church
St. Patrick
St. Scholastica Academy
St. Xavier University, School of Nursing
Steans Center For Community-Based 
    Service Learning at DePaul University
Swish Dreams Sports & Educational Foundation
Thresholds Psychiatric Rehabilitation Centers
Trinity High School 
University of Chicago Human Tissue 
    Resource Center
University of Chicago Lab School
University of Illinois at Chicago
Urban Initiatives, Inc.
Urban Meadows
Vacation Rent Chicago
VietNow
Walk4Life
Women’s Bean Project
The Women’s Treatment Center
Young Chicago Authors We regret any omission that might have occurred. If we inadvertently omitted or 

misspelled your name, please contact Katy Frey at 312.981.3380 (kfrey@fourthchurch.org).

We are grateful to the partners and individual, foundation, and 
corporate donors whose support in 2011 helped us transform the lives 

of more than 5,000 people facing the challenges of poverty.

THANK YOU
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 “I can deal with school better because my
   tutor and I approach learning together. 
   She wants to see me learn and succeed. 

  I want to succeed.” 
    —Cardarius, Ninth grade Tutoring student

“I’m in a better place today 
  than I was a year ago. And I’ll be in 
  a better place a year from now with
  the help and support I still get.”
  —Elam Davies Social Service Center
      Guest


